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Traditional fishing method "TENKARA"

as ASOBI-SHIGOTO (Minor Subsistence)

- Research and production of folklore and folk crafts-

Kazuyoshi TEZUKA

This research is the Traditional fishing method "TENKARA" as ASOBI-SHIGOTO
(Minor Subsistence) - Research and production of folklore and folk crafts-.

ASOBI-SHIGOTO is a minor subsistence advocated by Mihashi et al., Which is
different from the main business and is held only when there are traditional festivals
or important visitors.

In this research, in order to reconsider the way of life of modern people, I researched
and produced tools and ways of life. In this study, I aimed to encourage people to use
their leisure time to develop a lifestyle that emphasizes traditional culture and
traditional Japanese dietary habits. Therefore, in this study, I focused on
TENKARA fishing, which is a traditional fishing method in the central Shinshu Kiso
area of Nagano prefecture. And I thought about how to pass it on to the next
generation. Then, I investigated the method of crafting Japanese rods for TENKARA
fishing using the Edo Japanese rod crafting method and other traditional techniques.
As a modern-day problem, there is a severance of traditional cultural traditions such
as local lifestyles. The change in consciousness of the producers involved in such
traditional culture is the cause of the disconnection.

Another major problem is the consumption of culture through the commodification

of tools and local traditional events.
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In many cases, “maintaining traditional culture” is difficult without the use of
commercialized Folk craft. However, in modern culture with advanced economic
development, it is easy to lose sight of the traditional culture that is essential
because commercialization that emphasizes sales proceeds simply by making Folk
craft.

Therefore, I thought that as a useful method for continuing the traditional culture,
craftsmen who make tools and merchants who sell them should add the value of
cultural tradition to the Folk craft or other tools in advance. Folk implement creators
need to create a shape that conveys the culture of using the tool nonverbally in the
design of the folk implement that they made.

When using the folk implement so that it is easy to use, it is important to create it
so that it becomes the movement of the traditional culture to which the folk
implement belongs.

Actually, in this research, I crafted a TENKARA rods and let it be used by for people
in other areas.

As a result, the TENKARA fishing culture has been handed down to two Fishing

lover traditional blacksmith, via Nonverbal and Just by Tools.
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