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Commemorational Monuments (Shisekishidou-hyou) Constructed by the Modern
Kamakura—Machi Youth Group: An Analysis of the Details of the Monuments
Through the Written Records of Fujiwaka Kosaka

Yoichi Kishimoto

This study scrutinized the significance of the recognition of the commemorational
monuments (Shisekishidou-hyou) in Japan, as such recognition may have influenced
the formation of regional identities in Modern Japan. It focused on the stone
structures erected as monuments in Kamakura City, Kanagawa Prefecture, to
commemorate historical events, thereby highlighting a deep connection and the
significance of personalities associated with them. Moreover, these monuments are
inscribed with a brief description of the relevant historical event to which they are
linked.

Further, to ascertain the intent and the background for their construction, this study
focused on Fujiwaka Kosaka, who served as a Deputy Director of the Kamakura—
Machi Youth Group, which constructed such monuments. Kosaka was the Head
Priest of the Yakumo Taisha Shrine, which was constructed in Kamakura during the
Middle Ages. His written records/contributions to regional magazines and various
notes, which were published in his latter years, were used to elucidate the specific
processes employed when constructing these stone monuments.

Since the onset of the modern era, Kamakura has developed into being a vital
historical hotspot for Tokyo. Moreover, through the construction of the
commemorational monuments, Kosaka and others have attempted to revive
Kamakura’s regional identity by highlighting its history and traditions during the
medieval period. The Kamakura—Machi Youth Group, which was at the center of the
movement, continued the construction of the commemorational monuments for
approximately 20 years with the help of government’s financial support.

However, after WWII, the construction of the commemorational monuments was
discontinued, having almost no followers. Identity formation through recognition of
local history is thus a determinant of Modern Japan and a typical example of the

importance of the commemorational monuments.
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