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A study on works with the theme of ""Horizon"" by Sadamichi Hirasawa's **Viewing"
Keiko YABE

Sadamichi Hirasawa (1892-1987) was a painter who was active during the Meiji, Taisho, and Showa eras. After switching
from watercolors to tempera painting, he formed the Japan Tempera Painting Society with Saburosuke Okada and several
other artists in 1928. At the age of fifty, he became the chairman of this society, and by this time he was renowned as a master
of tempera whose works were exempted from examination when submitted for exhibitions, but when he was fifty-six, he
suddenly found himself a convicted prisoner.

Solitary confinement in a cell without windows or sunlight became Hirasawa’s daily life, and the cell also became his
atelier. Despite his situation, however, the painter, who lived to the age of ninety-five, energetically carried on painting in
prison with the help of his supporters. Today, thirty-five years after his death, many of his so-called “prison works” remain
in the private collections of his supporters, and their number far exceeds the total number of Hirasawa’s works held in public
collections.

In this third issue of the Journal of Kyoto University of the Arts Graduate School, 1 would like to focus on the horizon as
one of the subjects that Hirasawa depicted most frequently. Based on research conducted up to now, the author has confirmed
the existence of a number of Hirasawa’s works depicting horizons dating from his formative years to his prison years that
are in the possession of collectors.

Mt. Fuji, which was the focus of a study published last year in the second issue the Journal of Kyoto University of the
Arts Graduate School, was a subject that Hirasawa depicted frequently during his years in prison, although he appears to
have painted this mountain only once prior to his arrest.

By contrast, the horizon was a subject that Hirasawa drew often from his early years as a painter. He used the expression
shizen kansho, meaning “observation of nature,” to describe his repeated trips to Hokkaido, the northernmost of the four
main Japanese islands, and he continued to work with his paintbrush when he came face to face with its magnificent scenery.

In a manner of speaking, the horizon was a subject that Hirasawa pursued throughout his life, from his formative years as
a painter (working under the pseudonyms Fukyu and Samiji), through his mature period (under the pseudonym Taisho), and
lastly his prison period (under the pseudonym Kousai). Why did this artist, who was to spend the last four decades of his life
in prison, continue to paint horizons despite the fact that he was no longer able to encounter the natural landscape of
Hokkaido? What was the significance of his decision to continue painting under the theme of horizons? | would like to
attempt to examine these questions while tracing the background of the works painted by Hirasawa under all four of his
pseudonyms?

38





