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Painters’ Works for the Imperial Court in Bakumatsu era, 1854-

1867

FUKUDA Michihiro

The word “Bakumatsu (%4)” means the closing
days of Tokugawa shogunate. Though this era is considered
that it ended with the collapse of Tokugawa shogunate,
Taisei-hokan (KBZE#) and Osei-fukko-no-dai-gorei (F
Biffih K 545), returning of the administration to the
Imperial Court and the restoration decree of Imperial rule in
1867, but there are various views about beginning of this
era. This era started from the Commodore Perry’s arrival in
1853 is generally accepted view, but SHIMOZAWA Kan (-1
B, 1892-1968), famous writer in Showa (BEFI)
period, said that he felt Bakumatsu had started from Bunkyu
() period (1861-64).

This essay traces painters’ works for the Imperial
Court between the seventh year of Kaei (3%7k) period and
the third year of Keio (B#It) period, 1854 - 1867, from
macroscopic point of view, and also traces how these
painters survive Meiji (W) period thereafter. The reason
why this essay starts from 1854 is that the Imperial Palace
and Royal residences were suffered by fire in this year, and
reconstructed between 1854 and 1855. Fire occurred at
April 6*, the name of the period changed from Kaei to Ansei
(%8 at November 27" in 1854. Therefore this Palace is
the latest one which is called 4nsei-do Kinri Gosho (ZEX
EAEHLAEIAT), and existent as the Kyoto Gosho  (FLHRBEIFT).

Painters were mobilized in this reconstruction.
Numerous shohekiga (FEREM) paintings, such as fisuma-e
(#4%), or paintings on sliding panels, sugito-e (#)7%%)
on sliding panels made of woods, with which decorate
inside of Gosho, were mainly produced by painters living in
Kyoto. They also painted on garniture such as byobu (F¢J),
folding-screens, tsuitate (i 37.), single-panel screens,
simultaneously.

This essay reveals that one hundred forty eight
painters applied to this work, and they were screened by
positive vetting and practical, finally ninety six of them
were selected to be ordered to paint the shohekiga paintings.
The line-up of painters who produced paintings on garniture
is not introduced before this essay.

This essay also introduces following four painters’

works, for the marriage of Princess Chikako (1), known

as Kazu no miya (F1%) and TOKUGAWA Iemochi (f&)1]
&%), the 14" Shogun in the 1 year of Man-en (JjiL)
period, 1860, for the Shogun Iemochi’s stay in Kyoto in the
2 year of Bunkyu period, 1862, for the succession to the
throne of the Crown Prince Mutsuhito, known as the
Emperor Meiji in the 3" year of Keio period, 1867, for the
residence of the Empress KUJO Asako (JL5B\F), the
stepmother of the Emperor Meiji, in the same year.

From the painters’ line-up we can find trend and
some facts. First, Jige-kanjin (#FE N), or the Imperial
courtiers were included more than considered. Second, few
painters mobilized to these works survived until Meiji
period, most of them abandoned their life as painters. Third,
less number of them continued to be painters, and some of
them were employed at Kyoto-fit ga-gakko (HRHFIZAAL),
Kyoto City University of Arts in 1880, and selected to the
works for Meiji Kyuden (WIiGE), the Imperial Palace in
Tokyo built in 1888.
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