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— On the self-alienation of corporeal schema and art education

UEMURA Hiroshi

This article aims at clarifying the function of the
body in artistic production, and also reconsiders the
procedure of art education. The well-known distinction
between Icon and Idea, which an influential thinker Herbert
Read asserts, is based upon the theory of Konrad Fiedler,
founder of the modern science of art. Read and Fiedler think
artistic activity is one sort of recognition, other than that of
conceptual recognition. Thus the 20th century has seen too
extreme expulsion of language out of the realm of art,
especially of plastic arts. But it is simplism to separate art on
the one hand and language on the other. Artistic activity is
like many other human activities, complicated and mediated
by both concepts and aesthetic representations. Italian
philosopher Benedetto Croce, who identifies expression and
intuition, thinks that artistic expression is likewise a
language. Art as language differs of course from the
scientific language, but both they are expression and
intuition of meaning. This point of view has merit that
permits to treat artistic representations in terms of arbitrary
language. On the other hand, in identifying expression and
intuition, the expression becomes a sort of subjective matter,
and thus it occults the processus of artistic production. By
the way, we can reconsider language not as simple mental
notions and their signs but as our corporeal schema in the
midst of the world. We take a corporeal attitude towards an
action, and the language is no other thing but this attitude.
Even without a written or uttered word, the language
articulates the continuous material world and indicates how
we act in the world. Corporeal schema is incarnated
language. By this schema, we can semi-automatically
understand each object and their meaning in the world. This
schema is acquired by contracting habitude. Our body can
also be seen as a sort of habitude, but our habitude, a second
nature, can be consciously modified. Human being is able to
change himself by getting and modifying his corporeal
schema. This ability is in a sense that of alienation. Self-
alienation has not only a negative aspect. One can see the
most specific nature of the human being in its alterability.
Self-alienation is our essence. Language and its system of

arbitrary signs present a new order in which our body acts

as if in a new space. Language removes us from the natural
body to another body, that is to say to artificial schema. Very
often the function of language is restricted, as language
serves a practical purpose. But the art as language liberates
us from the immediate purpose and shows us how we
change ourselves in presenting us a new schema, in a new
homogeneous space. We became there another ego. In this
sense, art and art education are but one thing. And just as
Kant pointed that the work of art is beautiful as if it looks
like a product of nature, we can make our self without any
predetermined norm, but also with a rational order, which
results from the artistic activity. Art education is thus a self-
alienation but at the same time with conscious acquisition of

norms that confirms our liberty.
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