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Fundamental Study on OCHIAI Yoshiiku as Ukiyo-e artist

SUGAWARA Mayumi

OCHIAI Yoshiiku (##75#) (1833-1904) is one
of the representative ukiyo-e artists during the late Edo
Period and the Meiji Period. He was famous existence as
a pupil of UTAGAWA Kuniyoshi (#JIIE5) as well as
TSUKIOKA Yoshitoshi (] [i254F) (1839-92) .

“Eimei Niju-hassyu-ku” (345 =+ /UkA)]) that
Yoshiiku produced from 1866 to 1867 is one of his
typical works. And this is a series of the Ukiyo-e print
which shared with Yoshitoshi. This work is also the fact
that it was found well to win some special popularity at
present as a typical example of “bloody picture” ([ IfiLdx &
sizl).

In addition Yoshiiku is, in 1872, is a person who
participated in first publication of “Tokyo Nichinichi
Shimbun ([# 5 H H#i#])” which is a Japan’s first daily
newspaper in 1872 and played an active part by a
publishing world. The “Shimbun-Nisihiki-e (HrRI&#iz)”
or “Nishiki-e Shimbun (#i#&#7k])” which pictorialized
the contents of a newspaper article were new media in
early years of Meiji era, and is a Yoshiiku was pioneered
this. From 1874 to 1875 was published “Tokyo Nichi
Nichi Shimbun O-nishiki ([ H H#H B K1) is it.
This new media gained popularity. Since 1875, this work
was imitated and work that was to follow in this, have
been numerous published. In addition Yoshiiku is also
known as the first painter who drew the illustrations of
the newspaper. It has opened up a new painting field of
newspaper illustrations is a major achievement of
Yoshiiku. However, on the other hand Yoshiiku is, since
the late 1870s, hardly the production of ukiyo-e print
works. It is because he had to go to main the frontispiece
and illustrations production of newspapers and
magazines.

Now, a study of history of fine arts about
OCHIAI Yoshiiku isn’t performed so much. It is very
similar to the situation of research on TOYOHARA
Kunichika (&5 EJE) (1835-1900) who was active in the

same period. And solo exhibition took up the Yoshiiku

also not been held, art book, which was published the
works of Yoshiiku also not yet been published.

In this paper, it was carried out basic research on
OCHIAI Yoshiiku a ukiyo-e artist. First, collect all of the
literature that describes the Yoshiiku, did this to the list.
Next, we examined whether the study on Yoshiiku have
been made how ever. Further collected a description of
the life of Yoshiiku that was noted in the article, to create
his chronology, I knitted a detailed biography.

I found out that several features are thought to
consider a study about Yoshiiku. I found out that several
features are thought to consider a study about Yoshiiku.
One is to be able to see description about his roots and
personality from the time when Yoshiiku was still the
first half in the generation 30 years old. For example in
“SUIKYO — KIJINDEN ([#:#235 Af4])” and “KUMA-
NAKIKAGE (TAT ##%52]1)” (1867), his portrait and
short biography are recorded. It’s said that two features
aren’t completely studied by about 25 years from the first
half in 1930 ’s to the middle in 1950 ’s about Yoshiiku.
Interest in the Ukiyo-e artists of the Meiji era, including
Yoshiiku, has become rapidly reduced from that time,
this situation is common to Ukiyo-e artists of this era.
But evaluation of Yoshiiku is much lower. I think about
it, it is the reason why is that Yoshiiku is not produced
almost the ukiyo-e prints in later life.

In conclusion of this paper, I, not only as ukiyo-e
artist Yoshiiku, and proposed that they would also
evaluated as a painter who built a new relationship with
the media, such as newspapers and magazines. I also, and
proposed that should also pick up a new about his
ukiyo-e print works that so far in the study had not been

carried out.
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