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On homesickness or problem of “hors d’ceuvre”

UEMURA Hiroshi

The author aims at analyzing aesthetic experiences
in peculiar life. But taking the formalist conception of
artistic work as model of those experiences should be errant,
and we will start in asking what enables an aesthetic
experience to take place. In other words, if we enlarge our
inquiry on aesthetic experience, we should consider
aesthetic of place, not only that of work.

The article has two sections: the first treats in what
point and how the experience of place differs from (or more
precisely contains) that of art work; the later section will
pick up the nostalgia or homesickness as an example of
strong affective experience of place, in estimating its
specificity among other senses of place like that of
appreciating landscape or artwork.

Keen attention into a work of art, such as in a
concert hall or in a modern art gallery, is in fact a very rare
and exceptional action. In a museum or in an opera house,
those who visit there find their pleasure not only (one might
rather say simply “not”) in the works performed on the
stage or exhibited on the wall. And also they do not offer
simply an occasion of divertissement, or a sort of social
activity. Of course art works should be important than those
trivial funs as chatting with friends, taking a drink in
entr’actes. But it is in fact the “place” itself of museum or
theatre that attracts them, a neutral space of attending
something extra ordinal will happen. We could even say the
work of art is an excuse of going there. The places are more
than parerga (more than as Derrida points its importance),
and we expect those places that procure us of an authentic
experience, whether an artwork is successfully executed or
not.

This sense of place is becoming more explicit when
we displace ourselves from our home. Thus the tourist is
willing to discover, more attentively than at his familiar
place, the landscape and local colour of an exotic place. On
the contrary, when this displacement causes a feeling of lost,
or the distance from one’s homeland, one suffers from this
lack of place. This is the case of homesickness, or nostalgia.
As Kant points that the nostalgic is caused not by the lost of
place but by that of younger days, this sense of place is in

fact a matter of time. We perceive then the place not in its
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actual existence, but we replace the place with recollected
(or more precisely imagined) place.

This replacement of actual place is occurred not
only in the case of nostalgia, but also in the perception of
landscape and that of artwork. But the mode of time in this
replacement is different in these three cases: perception of
artwork replace the place with future place, that of
landscape replace the place with same present place but in
another dimension, perception filled with nostalgia turns the

place to a fictive past.



