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In the Gap Between Drawing and Painting
- Based on Considerations of the Time Taken for Pictures -

TAKAGI Akira

Works like pictures and paintings that reproduce an
image are generally believed to begin with a stationary artist
gazing at something that is in front of them. This is the case
whether the work is a still life, landscape, or portrait.
However, the majority of ordinary visual experiences do not
happen under these types of special conditions; rather, they
typically happen while a person is doing something. In
other words, they happen in the process of some physical
action. One such example of this is the feeling that the
scenery of the roadside that one has passed when walking
on a road is just over one’s shoulder.

In addition, the act of a human being “seeing”
something is not just the optical stimulus on the retina being
received then and there. Rather, “seeing” something is the
act of perception based on the knowledge that has been
acquired from early childhood. This knowledge arises from
things observed that are articulated into words from within
the accumulation of physical experiences of the entire body.

Even for realistic works that feel as though a glance
or a moment in time has been captured and frozen into a
static image, there are actually a countless bunch of
memories involved. At the same time, these works are
drawn or painted while including the physically dynamic
passage of time. Naturally, the appreciators of the works
compare them to the countless bunches of memories that
they themselves have acquired through their own physically
dynamic experiences. At the same time that the object
being depicted is identified, their awareness works through
the traces of the artist's own process and they encounter
their bunch of memories.

Pictures and paintings become a single scene when
the artist attempts to depict what should be called the sum
total of the artist’s own visual experience as a moment
through some motif.

One can even further search out the essence of what
is happening in abstract works by perceiving the structure of
these types of pictures as places where a multi-layered
meeting of the time when the work is drawn meets with the
time when it is seen. Specifically, we will bring up the self

portraits from the works of modern Europe. Considerations
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can then be made by comparing these with the attitudes of
the painters like Jackson Pollock from the 20th-century
American Abstract Expressionist movement and the
attitudes we art appreciators have about these works.

Then, we will confirm that this type of structure of
“pictures as events” is deeply related to a historical event
that is the modern era. This will be done by referencing the
discussion by YOSHIDA Hidekazu about the brush strokes
seen in Hokusai’s and Van Gogh’s works as well as the
discussion by MARUYA Saiichi about the different nature
of time in the works of Hokusai and Degas.

Based on all of the above, the author’s own actual
drawing and painting process will be reviewed. By
examining the two concepts of the action of drawing and
painting, we will get an outlook on several future questions
like how the structure of time in modern pictures is reflected
in the actual drawing and painting process. We will also
identify how this impacted the birth of abstract painting and

its subsequent development as a future topic to be tackled.

We thank Crimson Interactive Pvt. Ltd. (Ulatus) — www. ulatus.

jp for their assistance in manuscript translation and editing.



