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テキストボックス
図２　LP『沖縄春歌集』(『日本禁歌集』第三集、
　　　URCレコード、1970年、画・竹中英太郎)
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Some Aspects of Marginality in the Recording Collection of

Okinawan Music

SUZUKI Seiko

From the period of the Ryukyu Kingdom (1429-
1879) to the present day, music has played an important
and political role in Okinawa. Recording of the
Okinawan music therefore developed in a particular way
in comparison with the Japanese metropolis’ one, from
1920’s to 1970’s. On the one hand, we find academic
institutionalization, which made Okinawan music a
legitimate subject of study by recording and preserving;
on the other hand, some commercial, popular
discographic edition appeared. In either case, the same
object, ‘recording’, was to be invested in very different
ways.

In the academic world, inspired by Paul Broca’s
physical anthropology, anthropologist Rytizo Torii
(1870-1953) made his archaeological research on
Okinawa in 1904, thinking he would there discover the
origin of Japanese people. It was the first recording of
Okinawan folk song on wax cylinders. He collected
these songs, but he didn’t analyze them musicologically.
It was Hisao Tanabe (1883-1994), the first Japanese
ethnomusicologist, who conducted the first musical
fieldworks in Okinawa in 1922, and recorded this music
on his ‘portable’ recorder-player of 78rpm disc, which he
manufactured himself. Inspired by Torii’s theory, he
recorded Okinawan music, Taiwanese folksong and
Sakhalin-Ainu’s, assuming these musics as the origin of
Japanese music. His analysis wasn’t based on anything
tangible, but his theory influenced ethnomusicologists of
the next generation like Fumio Koizumi (1927-1983).

In the 1960s, journalist R6 Takenaka (1930-1991)
began his life as an activist of the Japanese Communist
Party. After working as director of the cultural section of
labor unions, he became famous for his reporting on the
life of legendary Japanese singer Hibari Misora
published in 1965, and on the frantic crowd welcoming
the Beatles during their first visit to Japan published in

1966. His works described the music world too popular

for academic musicologists at that time to choose as a
case study. On his first visit to Okinawa in 1969, he
discovered folksongs and singers belonging to
“Lumpenproletariat”, more “vulgar” or “erotic” than
Japanese metropolis. He recorded them for his Japanese
Banned Songs Collection published by URC Record, an
independent label of Japanese folksong movement
inspired by America. Fascinated by Okinawan singers,
as Kadekaru Rinshd, he produced — at his own expense
and in the red — many their records and concerts in
metropolis in the 1970’s. He continued to fight against
the Okinawa Reversion from America to Japan even after
the reversion made in 1972. His “banned song” was
therefore invented as protest songs against industriali-
zation of music controlled by capitalism with high
economic growth of Japan. At the same time, we may
also say that it was against songs legitimated by
musicologists who made fieldworks before and after the
reversion, on the assumption of discovery of fundamental
connections between Okinawan music and Japanese one.

Okinawan music recording was an eminently
political expression tool for them. However, with their
limits, with choices, made-parties that may be disputed, it
is certain that their works still work as a marker that
supports Okinawan cultural identity and fertilizes the

Okinawan musical background.
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