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Kaii Higashiyama's Landscape
A Technical Study on ""Higashiyama Blue"

WANG Meng

After Kaii Higashiyama embarked on a journey to the Nordic region in 1962, his subsequent works were
highly praised for their fantastical and serene compositions. Due to the abundant use of the color blue, he
came to be known as the "Blue Painter." The blue world is considered a defining characteristic of his art, as
it is regarded as his intrinsic color, representing his spirit. The utilization of blue is recognized as one of the
significant features of his works. While previous studies on Kaii's use of blue have focused on the historical
context, life experiences, upbringing, personality, and artistic pursuits, there has been little exploration of
the materials and techniques he employed, such as his use of rock pigments. However, while an artist's
background and aspirations may serve as the impetus for the creation of their artworks, it is necessary to
investigate more precise production conditions to delve into the specific processes by which the artworks
are realized. Therefore, in this paper, we examined the materials and techniques behind the "blue" that
characterizes Kaii Higashiyama's works. In particular, we sought to unravel Kaii's thoughts and the
rationale behind his artistic procedures by examining his written work, "Techniques of Japanese Painting."
Additionally, we explained how he applied these techniques in his artworks and discussed their effects.
Based on these considerations, the author conducted an analysis of Kaii Higashiyama's rock pigment
characteristics and his creative process, to uncover the origins of the distinctive colors and textures in his
works. It was revealed that the usage of terms such as "Kaii's blue" or "Higashiyama Blue" concerning his
artworks stems from the unique allure of rock pigments and his skillful manipulation of the particles during
the production process. Furthermore, it was found that accurately understanding the ratio of glue to water is
also an essential element. The secret behind the creation of the beautiful hues of rock pigments in his works
was unveiled to be the careful calculation of overlapping and application of colors.
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