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Artistic Technique in Merian's Metamorphosis Insectorum Surinamensium
- Focusing on Line Work-

NORIMATSU Karin

Natural history illustrations are generally recognized for their contribution to scientific research in the field of
natural history. However, these depictions also possess a significant artistic aspect. Among them, Anna Maria
Sibylla Merian's (1647-1717) publication of Metamorphosis Insectorum Surinamensium in 1705 stands out as a
prime example.

The methodology employed involves a visual comparison of Merian's illustrations and photographs. In
particular, we focus on Merian's illustration titled "Pomegranate and Menelaus Blue Morpho Butterfly" to examine
its characteristics in terms of line work. To eliminate non-line information, the following procedures were
conducted. A photograph of the same type of pomegranate was used, and both the illustration and photograph were
traced using lines of consistent thickness. The resulting traced image of the illustration is referred to as Figure 1,
while the traced image of the photograph is referred to as Figure 2. Following these steps, Figures 1 and 2 were
visually compared to analyze the distinctive features of Merian's line work. As a result, it can be observed that
Merian's illustrations contain shapes that do not exist in reality, enhancing their artistic qualities. Additionally, it
became evident that elements in Merian's line work can be traced back to the floral illustrations of her stepfather
Jacob Marrel and the ownership of her father, Matthdus Merian, who possessed Johann Theodor de Bry's
Florilegium Novum.
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