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About the influence of Shinpen Kamakurashi as seen in the
inscription of Commemorative Historical Site Monuments
(Shisekishidou—hyou)

Yoichi Kishimoto

This study focused on the stone structures called commemorative historical site monuments
(Shisekishidou-hyou) in Kamakura City, Kanagawa Prefecture. The stone monuments were erected in sites
closely related to historical figures and events in Kamakura. Each monument is engraved with a brief text on
its surface explaining the monument’s relevance.

The study found that the Shinpen Kamakurashi—a compendium of topographic, geographic, and
demographic data concerning Kamakura compiled in the early modern period—strongly influenced the
choice of the titles and contents in the inscriptions on the commemorative historical site monuments
(Shisekishidou-hyou). The Shinpen Kamakurashi was compiled by the order of Tokugawa Mitsukuni, a
feudal load of the Mito Clan. Therefore, the author examined the 80 commemorative historical site
monuments (Shisekishidou-hyou) in this study to determine whether the titles of these monuments are
mentioned in the Shinpen Kamakurashi. The results showed that the titles of as many as 74 monuments are
described in the Shinpen Kamakurashi in some form.

Comparing the contents of the commemorative historical site monuments (Shisekishidou-hyou) with the
text, it was found that not all inscriptions were directly copied from the book. In fact, the contents of the
inscriptions were influenced by the Shinpen Kamakurashi in less than half the monuments. A divergence was
found in the degree of parallels between the inscriptions and the descriptions in the Shinpen Kamakurashi,
as some of the inscriptions refer to only a small section from the book.

Therefore, the study reveals that although the Shinpen Kamakurashi greatly influenced the
commemorative historical site monuments (Shisekishidou-hyou) in terms of the choice of the historical
monuments implied by their titles, the inscriptions were composed by referring to other historical materials
in addition to the Shinpen Kamakurashi.
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