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Visualization of the Demon paintings of Iran
With the focus on Siyah Qalam

YEGANEHBAKHTIARY Nobar

Abtract

In the research and analysis of the visualization of the Iranian Oni, the traditional Iranian painting
"miniature” is the most significant of them all. Many folk tales and myths originated from ancient Iran in
which Oni appears in them, have been depicted many times in the miniatures between the period from the
13th to 17th century. However, among the representations of Oni in the miniatures, there is a highly unique
group of works that has left many researchers in awe. The Oni in this particular group of works is very
different from those that exist in Iranian miniatures, as if they are from a completely different world. This
difference might be the reason that some researchers believe that this mysterious artist, "Siyah Qalam" is not
from Iran.

"Siyah Qalam™ originally means "Black Pen" in both Persian and Turkish and is the name of a watercolor
painting technique with black ink. Moreover, some of his works are signed under the name of "Mohammad
Siyah Qalam". This vague term and the fact that there is little to no information about him, has made the
study of this artist complicated. Thus, researchers who have tried to solve the mystery Of Siyah Qalam’s
identity have faced tremendous difficulties so far and his identity has remained unresolved.

Although Siyah Qalam'’s identity is unknown, his works had a very significant influence on Iranian Oni
representations later. He has influenced not only the Iranian miniatures, but also it impacted the Iranian
animation artwork later in 1970s; the animated works of Ali Akbar Sadeghi is one of the examples of it.

Since the purpose of this paper is to analyze the visualization of the Oni in Iran, with a focus on Siyah
Qalam, the author will not participate in the debate over his identity. In this paper in the first place, the
concept of Oni in Iran and how it changed through different times will be discussed. Second, the situation
of Iran during 14th-15th centuries, the period in which Siyah Qalam lived, will be discussed. Whether
Siyah Qalam is Iranian or not, the purpose of this paper is to prove that his works is an example of the
representation of the Oni in Iran, and how it impacted the representation of the Oni in Iran after that.
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