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Reception of Japanese Anime in Iran
- Using autoethnography and oral history as main methodologies-

MAHZOUN Maryam

This research aims to examine the reception of animation, particularly Japanese Anime by audiences in Iran.
During the initial phase, a crucial question arose: “Why does the message conveyed by animation creators received
differently from individual audience members?” Thus, the focus of this study is to explore animation audiences
and seek answers to this question.

However, the research faced a challenge in the form of the diversity of animation audiences, as each individual
has a different background, history, personality, and culture. This results in the non-existence of the concept of a
‘typical audience’ or a ‘representative audience’.

In particular, since I intended to investigate this issue using the methodology of “oral history”, it was important
for me to have some familiarity with the background, culture, and upbringing of the individuals targeted in my
research in order to obtain concrete results. As a result, the research method I adopted involved making myself the
subject of the study.

I had the unique experience of growing up in Japan from birth until the age of five, and even after returning to
my home country, Iran, I continued to engage with and enjoy Japanese anime. Also, as a graduate student, I had
the opportunity to study in Japan, further deepening my understanding of both Japanese and Iranian cultures. Given
my knowledge of both cultures, my deep passion for animation, and even my intention to create animations, I
realized that I could serve as a significant and particular case for researching the reception of animation across
different cultures.

When choosing to make myself the subject of the research, it became essential to explore methods beyond “oral
history”. Utilizing oneself as the subject brings forth both unique challenges and advantages, as the researcher and
the research subject are the same. Therefore, the research incorporates another methodology known as “autoeth-
nography” to conduct the study.

In the initial chapter of this paper, the methodologies of “autoethnography” and “oral history” are defined, and
their distinctive features are discussed. Chapter two focuses on delimiting the historical timeframe for the study
and providing the rationale behind this selection. Moving to Chapter three, a thorough analysis is conducted on
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three interconnected factors that influence my reception of animation: “culture that nurtured the author,” “politics,”

and “media technology.”
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