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Tension and Snap: A Reading of Koda Rohan’s “Gendan” (1938)

Daisuke YOSHIDA

This paper discusses KODA Rohan’s (1867-1947) “Gendan”
(1938), which is divided into two parts, “Mountain Story” and
“Sea Story.” Precedent studies have discussed the author’s juxta-
position of these parts from the following two approaches. One
approach places less emphasis on descriptions made by Edward
Whymper, who is mentioned in “Mountain Story,” interpreting
it as a mere head-in to “Sea Story” and instead focusing on the
analysis of the latter. The other seeks to understand the conti-
nuity of the two parts through the thematic proximity of
“death” and “illusion.”

This paper explores alternative approaches to “Gendan” by il-
luminating detailed similarities between the two parts; the re-
telling of Whymper’s Scrambles amongst the Alps in the Years,
1860-69 (1871) in “Mountain Story” and the narrated events
on the ship (also a retelling) in “Sea Story.” I argue that these

two parts are also connected in the development of the plot in-
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volving some rope-like object (rope/fishline) which becomes
taut and then suddenly snaps in both narratives.

The paper then revisits differences between “Sea Story” and
similar stories that preceded it, as they deserve further explora-
tion and broader discussions. I argue that one of the significant
differences between them lies in the fact that the “fishing rod,”
which plays an essential role in the latter half of “Gendan,”
turns out to be not a purchased item but an artefact created
with the ingenuity of the drowned person.

To conclude, “Gendan” can be read as a narrative of the
abrupt snapping of rope-like objects, and it also describes a way
of looking back at the ingenuity of the deceased from the items
they leave behind. In addition, the paper indicates the snapping
of the rope-like objects positively changes its meaning as the

work progresses.



