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A Historical Survey of Cinema Education in Japan after the 2000s
FURUSAWA Kyoko

This paper is focused on the history of cinema education in Japan from the 2000s to the present, aiming to
clarify the reason why the cine-literacy education to solve social issues has been watched since around the mid-
2010s. By analyzing the previous researches, it is found that cinema education can be classified into two categories
according to how cinemas are used in lessons, learning through contents of cinemas and through forms.

From the mid-1920s to around 2000, cinema education in Japan was mainly focused on the cinema-watching
education and learning through contents of cinemas. Around 2000, interest shifted to the cinema-making education
and learning through forms of cinemas, due to the spread of smartphones and video steaming services, growing
interest in media literacy, and the introduction of visual media expression in the Courses of Study.

Around 2000, arts teachers began to practice cinema-making education to teach media literacy. Various uses
of movies in the classroom were being considered, but two problems that needed to be solved became apparent: a
lack of equipment for shooting and a lack of knowledge among teachers to make cinemas in the classroom. As a
means of solving these problems, some teachers began to collaborate with companies, universities, and workshop
groups to practice cinema-making education.

In the 2010s, there has been a renewed effort to teach cinemas in the classroom, and since around 2010, art
teachers and movie directors who are familiar with cinema grammar have been trying to establish a method for
teaching cinema in the classroom and presenting teaching plans. Their focus is not on media literacy, but on
teaching students the ability to evaluate cinemas critically as works of art.

In addition, cine-literacy education, which emphasizes collaborative learning in the process of cinema-making
and dialogue after watching movies, began to take place in the 2010s.  Cine-literacy education is conducted
during period for integrated studies. One trend in cine-literacy education is the focus on cinema education that
empowers children with difficulties in life. For example, children affected by the Great East Japan Earthquake
have made cinemas, and children who cannot go to school are attending movie theaters and participating in
community activities in Ueda City, Nagano. Education focusing on the educational effects that the place of
watching a movie has can be called screen-literacy.

Cinema-watching and cinema-making education are now being used to solve social issues. This indicates that
film education in Japan has entered a new phase.
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