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The comparison of the presentation of Yuri from *The Mother of a Weed ¢,” Paradise in the Sea of Sorrow”
with the presentations of Matsunaga Kumiko in other media— featuring relationships between family

Lin I Chen

In this essay, two different sets of traits will be analyzed and compared with each other. fiction/ literature
traits derived from Yuri from ‘The Mother of a Weed’, a chapter from "Paradise in the Sea of Sorrow” with
clinical records, medical papers, photography works by Kuwabara Shisei and the novel “The accusation of
a living doll” by Shuto Tomeo derived from infantile Minamata disease’s patient Matsunaga Kumiko. The
composition of this essay focuses on three issues. First is to prove that Kumiko is the original inspiration of
Yuri from ‘The Mother of a Weed'. Second is comparing Yuri with Kumiko from “The accusation of a living
doll”, with an emphasis on the relationship between the mother and the daughter. Last is analyzing the
reason why Ishimure depicts this particular relationship in such a beautiful glorifying manner.

In ‘The Mother of a Weed ‘the main part of the family's narrative is predominantly the mother's questions
and complaints directed toward the silent father. An important point to note is that the mother utilizes the
concept of "soul”, and it indicates Ishimure’s psychological insight. When facing with disaster or illness,
people naturally seek reasons as to why such things happened to them or their families. When it can’t be
explained scientifically, the pain becomes unbearable. The parents of children affected by Minamata
disease believed that they had brought sins upon their children. Ishimure knows that the most tormenting
question for them was the constant rumination of "why did this disaster befall me (or my family)". Also,
she has a deep-rooted desire to uncover the true "reasons" behind disasters. It is very likely that the
motivation led to the torrent of the mother's questioning in the narrative of ‘“The Mother of a Weed *

It is said that Yuri’s mother took care of Yuri since she was 6 until 17 years old, while readers are made
aware that Kumiko was not well taken care of, after she was turned 12. This was based on clinical records,
medical papers, photography works by Kuwabara Shisei and depiction from the novel “The accusation of a
living doll”. It can be considered that Ishimure wanted to preserve a world that focused on the
relationship between mother and daughter that is not sabotaged by organic mercury compounds. And
through creating this “another world of Minamata”, [shimure wants to prevent from the sense of humanity
to be lost, and this is another piece of evidence from the literature/ fiction traits of” Paradise in the Sea of
Sorrow”.
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