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The Dream of Communal Cooking in Koda Rohan’s “Kyoshi Kaisha”:
Childs Restaurants, Sakai Toshihiko, and the Idea of “Kan’i Seikatsu”

YOSHIDA Daisuke

Summary

KODA Rohan (GZH#1E, 1867-1947) is recognized not
only for his fantastical works but also for his admiration of ra-
tional and innovative ideas. This paper explores “Kyoshi Kaisha”
(Mt frErtt |, 1912) published in the final phase of his inten-
sive period of writing enlightening works for boys from 1889 to
1912. Similar to his other contributions to Jitsugyo Shonen ES
A 4], Hakubunkan, 1908-1912), this story vividly discusses
future ideas for commerce and the food-service industry. At the
core of “Kyoshi Kaisha” is the theme of liberation from the bur-
dens of self-cooking. The two struggling students in the story
envision the benefits of a large communal cooking company
(“Dai Kyoshi Kaisha”) that could provide clean, high-quality
food at low cost. At the end of their conversation, they declare

their intention to start a company that delivers freshly cooked

60

rice.

The paper first discusses how certain ideas in “Kyoshi Kaisha”
represent an adaptation of the operational system used by
Childs Restaurants in the United States, yet tailored to a Japa-
nese context as a delivery service of cooked rice. I then examine
the historical precursors of this idea, specifically its earlier con-
sideration by the socialist thinker Sakai Toshihiko (JFZ,
1871-1933) in his work “Katei no Shin-Fumi” ([Z}E @ ¥ )&
K], 1901-1902). Overall, this study aims to interpret “Kyoshi
Kaisha” as a work that reflects the aspirations for communal
cooking envisioned from both capitalist and socialist perspec-
tives. Finally, I will discuss how closely the idea of communal

cooking is related to the contemporary trend of “Kan’i Seikat-

su” (8 2 R 0.



