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A Basic Study on “Ben Sangaku ¥ 2 ” in Honcho Monzui X5 CFE: «

Its Text Critique, Interpretation, and Inquiry from the Viewpoint of Art Performance History

SHIGETA Michi

“Ben Sangaku #HEZE”, a piece collected in Honcho Monzui
AHASCHE which is an anthology of Chinese poetry and Chi-
nese prose written by Japanese authors in Heian Period, is
expected as an important document for various studies on
such as traditional performing arts and comparison of Sino-
Japanese literature. It leaves, however, considerable room to
improve its basic studies for advanced reading. Therefore 1
provide philological inquiry on text critique on its variants
and also on analysis of the meaning of several words to pres-
ent its revision of the text and interpretation from the per-
spective of its quality after the model of Chinese classics. On
that basis, I argue that the fictitious and comical characteris-
tics of this piece which gives a certain informal free-and-easy
impression is due to the good friendship between the ques-
tioner Emperor Murakami #J_I: and the answerer Fujiwara
no Masaki B/ HEA, and that it concurrently has the aspect
following the original quality of zaisaku X3R (answers to the
imperial questions) in ancient China. I also point out a char-
acteristics of this piece which respects sangaku #XZE, in spite
of being a popular entertainment among common people,
connecting to the thought of “Yueji #$30” chapter of Liji 1L
7, and Daoism in ancient China opposite to the perspective

of the bureaucratic hierarchy seen in Zhou/i JEHL as well.
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