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Use of Iron by the Egyptians — Amongst the Egyptians, the use of iron was
preceded by that of copper or of bronze, of which they made their kitchen utensils
and mechanical tools. Iron was eventually used for these purposes, but, from the
few examples of the kind existing, as compared with those of copper, it is evident
that the latter maintained its place in preference to iron through the whole period
of the history of ancient Egypt. Scarcely any iron was found in the country, and
the extra cost of importation tended to limit its use. The skilful inhabitants had
also discovered a method of rendering copper hard, and capable of bearing as fine
an edge as steel, and the use of bronze tools in their sculptures has already been
alluded to. =
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4. Iron. — Iron first came into common use in Greece. Homer, in speaking of
it, declares that with it were made poleaxes, shipwright’s tools, ploughshares,
sheep-hooks, and chariot axles. Our modern word ‘chalybeate’ is derived from
Chalybes, a term used loosely to designate the tribes of the Black Sea, whose land
was ‘the mother of iron and of the sword'S

ER B —EBEF NP URSVEOQVNENES QK040 L4 0
#° HKrpn KB FE BKHOEI E0KR KROHER CNEHER &
BHEESVREY OvOR W 5L 000E Y 50° REQLSLR QI
BRO7 chalybeate (&04I% 981) ~ 5 I RQ0RT 1) R DBHEER

60



=%
52

ik fi% [GENESIS] #21%

=

ilbcd 2

e [ERBEHEODELE [BoMiE] o3EHm] HH Kl
5

Ao WRHEW [HVERSE] Uoun0VU5 QouER R=1Y
KKK QAU Q I8 0°

M. IR (BRSBTS O 500° & X O K QINIHEK 18RS O 4y
SOEEIEV O VEEEERRDWY 500 [HHNCOSBKHOEmN S HENS” &
HEERNS HHEENS] VI ERE i —2 QHIHfI L RO < e iRE
s O | TURS WRERER Y VRISV [HORME] VEHH
B N H — OB R NN AR S\ S QBRI S 48 S50 KX a XK
N OL QP BT v H A QRANE OV BEESHIS & 520
WA QEEPRS S QHINRER 0.2 0° FKMI N Q& QRIS
BRI AR~

SPhEE [BEER S O W B OERIED VY| SEHKWH TR /0 [N
RLFELEON I N ERIHOOIPOQENLRARM VS 41U
(BEEY) 8+ | 18R" Yeats, pp. 97-99 QIR LIRIQ (28280 Q4646)

2 [RKER | @I &0 [E#OBOBEK0VS 400V A] (BEE)
SEQ+H11ER" Yeats, pp. 99-100 SRR LERIL (| BEEn)

- ¥ [EXCEV»ERSEL | (ETHO) RO [XENOX 0RO
o] (BEFID SEQNHER Yeats, pp. 323-326 SRR LR (| BaugRs)

X [(RPNORUNX | HERARB IV | @EHID /RO [§0O 5K
RN LI NS OV | (EIHED SEQSKITR Yeats, pp. 462-
464 QRA VRIS (1 BugR)

EEPSE DOJEELEHBIRSOHFRAHY MEDS H — 2L
OIS W 5000 SBROES FEHRRERONETQEMmEY | REEY
UERWVKLLPONR [HONME] S U IWREOW 550 1) UnEd
0 BEEER [EHQRHEE] vl 5 LRV O W IMOR A | ROREHZ 6 1218
KO W 52K Q00 O’ | RORERSO | REEE#Y s~
REES O WIHHEEE fo O BB R PSR LB S W 5 2R VHR 0 5 00° R
B [VIKAE V] S0 HROILHWED 0P s koM E LI
e QP EAERBH USSR VLA RT v —AKRERVIWY 50

D AR EPIIRO W 50 Q0038 5° AT 1 QHn LEED VIR~
BESN H — 2 O STWE B0 R BV S Ht " V 5nNE
ROV 5RE [HONE] Vi BERIOBEY WHIS LR D 5k -
FHECEREH o B 0_NQVEH OERENLUERRIFER S0 [HES
REE] B D7D - v — 2 OHHfIOEEER [8R] QHLERRIFRAHwI
ESNCREPERVI-) I E NS ER N Ea
i

N KumiEhz MEdkHEE) S-S X

NS S [HEORHE] SERVOVES WS 50 John Yeats  The
Technical History of Commerce; or, The Progress of Useful Arts 32 R MK ISEIERW
PULINQPHBS L RVBELSOERR HELRELOVY RESHES S
TR UORCVHROKVY SLOVLRPEIY RS T R
OAE L O PSS NBRIVRS LV ORK B XENIEKE R SRS
R RE QK- O W EHEAREK QK O LR SRR L& O LK E
(IREH-IRTE) R~V 50° KBRS ERHEH] vBous | K<KH
(B5+<) HHmY [HE) KmL [E] RREOKRE w28 1
W)’ B QEEHI LS O L VEHRRHIE 4 John Yeats & The Technical
History of Commerce; or, The Progress of Useful Arts B NE I KLKPHSHLPILN
30° KIBR” [k HE] SR John Yeats, The Technical History of Commerce,
or, skilled labour applied to production ~J Soiives’ KD T Ny XA
EOSLp P800 550° or - QT v L R BEK O 5029 Q"
KBRS MESfHER] ViERSHIRLS0 | KK PENESD T D « xH—
AHIWEEO DR QP00 W QIRE QBB W REHE O 508" 1ERIN
EQHUATARE | FREKONEOK L85 QUIRO50° 7 R
L0 KIERVETES [BR] B0 UlMaoR® WRL,RIKD &
RRYHe° [HORME] LA KRR (HEl] B = Fdi)°

EE QREHTERERY BUROEVIEL O LK HRMEOHO

MERNHCERWER Q54 LESR VRV S H 7 SRR

NV QIRE BEEHE R OV HOF R T RZA R KON AR R H

DI QDR

HHOERSHWRE AV [EEFF UEHIL O S VERIEES L0 R

61



Wi [SEMBEODEE [BoWiE] o] & E K

=X
)

ik 0% [GENESIS] #521%

5

KK

O ELAVREQIEEK QLT 0 » QEEDY 0KV FLERWERSREVER

POMS = D
MEEVE O VEREAQEN L Q] s VUK QO 8005 410
K02

NS LR v H—2HIQEER ALV i80°

The ancient mode of reducing the ore was rude and slow, the crude mineral being
pounded by hand in a mortar, and the earthy particles afterwards washed away
from the metallic granules. (......) Diodorus and Plutarch have thus described the
ancient steel sword manufacture: “The iron is buried in the ground, and left till it
is almost wholly rusted. What remains is forged, the sabres made from it being so

beautifully tempered that they will cut through bones and helmets or sever a nail

~
y

without spoiling the edge’ &
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The English Source of Koda Rohan’s “Tetsu-no-Monogatari” (“The Story of Iron”)

YOSHIDA Daisuke

Saito Mokichi (1882-1953) commented that “there is no dis-
agreement in accepting Mori Ogai (1862-1922) as a “Western
style” novelist and Koda Rohan (1867-1947) as an “Eastern
style” novelist, but this contrast is too simple and appears to
be for “beginners”.” In fact, Rohan studied English at Tokyo
Ei gakko for one year from 1881, and he had ample abil-
ity to read English books. He would sometimes use English
sources for his own works, but he would later become known

as “Eastern style” novelist.

This paper aims to examine such overlooked aspects of Rohan,
by focusing on his reading material about history, which was
written for young students, entitled “Tetsu-no-Monogatari”
(“The Story of Iron”, 1909). In this work, Rohan wrote about
how the human race discovered iron and expanded its us-
age. In more than half of the article, Rohan discussed about
the history of its usage by the West. However, the source of
Rohan’s knowledge of Western history about iron usage has

been unknown until now.

67

The results of this study show that more than half of this
work is based on an English source, The Technical History of
Commerce; or, The Progress of Useful Arts (John Yeats, 1887). By
comparing both the writings, I found that Rohan had “cited”

and “translated” the accounts from Yeats’s writings.



