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A Case Study on “Frusato Creation Studies through Radiation Education”

»

Examination Based on Freire’s “Problem-Posing Education”

HAMAMOTO Nobuhiko

Seven years have passed since the Great East Japan Earth-
quake and the Fukushima nuclear power plant accident.
While there are a few towns and schools that are still evacu-
ating, the Tohoku region as a whole has revived its school
education in general. However, in such restoration process,
it is difficult to see the momentum of creating education that
aims to reconsidering the present society through critical
review of the experience of the earthquake disaster and the
nuclear accidents.

Considering the present situation of the education, here
the author tried to consider “the transformative reconstruc-
tion education” based on Paulo Freire’s framework of “Prob-
lem-Posing Education.” And, as an example of its practice,
this article focused on the “Furusato Creation Studies” at
Okuma Junior High School. Okuma Junior High School is
a municipal middle school of Okuma Town which continues
to evacuate from Futaba County, Fukushima Prefecture, af-
ter 3.11. Okuma Town, which resumed its schools at Aizu
Wakamatsu City (a city more than 100 kilometers away from
the original town), decided to reform education that fosters
pupils’ critical thinking and respects “the views of the child"
from reflection on the nuclear accident. Based on these ideas,
the town implemented “radiation education" as a form of
children's problem-solving learning. This effort led to "Furu-
sato Creation Studies through Radiation Education” that the
municipal schools currently working on.

Based on the fieldwork (interviews with teachers and pu-
pils, observation of the educational activities, and collection
of materials) at Okuma Junior High School since 2016, this

article analyzed the learning process of this "Furusato Cre-
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ation Studies" and its pedagogy.

In this educational activity, the children set various agen-
das on the town’s reconstruction problems and conducted
inquiries with the support of deep dialogues with teachers.
In addition, the perspectives of “Radiation Education” influ-
enced the agenda setting of pupils, and children were directly
looking at various problems surrounding the town’s recovery
from the disaster. Furthermore, the pupils’ deep commit-
ment to the “problem without clear answers" promoted “con-
scientization” (Freire 1970) of themselves as agents for recon-
struction of the town. The diverse viewpoints and solutions
from this educational activities would be seeds for reexamin-
ing and reconstruction of the post 3.11 society. This article
concludes that this “Furusato Creation Studies” developed
pupils’ problem-solving skills as well as deepen their com-
mitment to the community initiatives toward its recovery.

Finally, the significant theoretical implications that Oku-
ma Junior High’s “Furusato Creation Studies” brings to the
“transformational reconstruction education” are the follow-
ing two points. The first is the role of the educational meth-
od that provides a critical insights for social issues such as
"Radiation Education" of Okuma Town. The second is the
importance of generating diverse perspectives and methods

through the child-centered, problem-solving approach.



