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Nouns in Sakaguchi Ango’s ‘Ramuneshi-no-koto’ (About Mr. Ramune’):

A Comparison with Koda Rohan’s ‘Bunmei-no-kura’(‘Storehouse of Civilization’) , ‘Yoritomo’,
and Mori Ogai’s ‘Saffron’

YOSHIDA Daisuke

The essay ‘Ramuneshi-no-koto’ (‘About Mr. Ramune’) by
Sakaguchi Ango(1906—1955) was published in the Miyako
Shinbun in 1941. Although short, it conveys the appeal of
Sakaguchi Ango’s writing well, and a relatively large number
of previous studies have been dedicated to it.

This study is an examination of the attitude towards nouns
present in the essay. Rather than examining Sakaguchi Ango
as an author or establishing an interpretation that takes into
account contemporary circumstances, the emphasis of this
paper is placed on examining the essay’s characteristics in
comparison with the works of previous authors writing on
similar themes.

In comparison with which writings should the character-
istics of ‘Ramuneshi-no-koto’ be gauged? In this study, I
would like to highlight ‘Bunmei-no-kura’ (1898) by Koda
Rohan (1867-1947) as a precedent to ‘Ramuneshi-no-koto’
and as a text whose content bears a close resemblance to
Sakaguchi Ango’s essay. The fact that these texts are similar
in terms of content also means that their differences can be
revealed by reading them in conjunction. While it is difficult
to prove any direct influence, considering ‘Bunmei-no-kura’
as a reference should help further elucidate the historical con-
text of ‘Ramuneshi-no-koto’, which was published later. For
the same reason, I will also venture a comparison with the
novel “Yoritomo’(1908) by Koda Rohan, the essay ‘Saffron’
(1914) by Mori Ogai (1862-1922).
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On the basis of the points mentioned above, I hope to re-
frame the discussion on ‘Ramuneshi-no-koto’ as one about

nouns that are unique to Sakaguchi Ango.



