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(Pavillon du Tourism) . Paris, Arts Décoratifs,
Guide de I'Exposition, Hachette, 1925, p.260

Source: gallica.bnf.fr / Bibliotheque nationale
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Foreign lands in Art Deco style

Hiroshi UEMURA

In this paper, the author attempts to clarify the relationship
between the international artistic style of Art Deco and the vi-
sual representation of local landscapes.

Often regarded as a symptom of a society of consumption
and rapidly-mechanized industry, Art Deco is, in fact, very
self-conscious of its contemporaneity. As the International Ex-
position of the Modern Decorative and Industrial Art opened
in 1925, the organizer announced the arrival of art fitting to the
modern era. Art Deco was a manifesto of the progressive life-
style. At the same time, the plastic characteristics of the style,
for example the straight lines, geometric figures, and streamlin-
ing, have another function, which is to affect one’s sensibility
towards a landscape. These features aestheticize the natural
scenery, similar to the picturesque aesthetics of the 18th centu-
ry. Differing from the picturesque, however, the constructive,
geometrical elements of an Art Deco image interfere with the
frame of the image itself and thus create an interpenetration
between the shapes of the motifs and the image’s frame. An Art
Deco image may represent a vast landscape, but while looking
into the landscape, the viewer is invited to concentrate their at-

tention on only the surface of the image. This ambiguous point
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of view turns an Art Deco landscape from a three-dimensional
representation of real land into a flat, svelte ornament with a
fetish-like objectivity.

The touristic Art Deco posters representing local landscapes
have two sorts of specificity: the reinforcement of geometric
composition with simplified motifs, and the fetishization of lo-
cal lands, turning vernacular nature into an aesthetically collect-
ed item. For example, the 1920s poster Deauwville by Ton Don
shows clearly divided color fields arranged on radiational
straight lines from the vanishing point on the left-hand side to
the right foreground. The vast landscape extends far into the sea
horizon, thus becoming a patterned surface plane as a whole.
The motifs represent the landscape of Normandy: apple trees
and a girl with traditional hat, as well as modern transportation
machines, such as an airplane, a steamboat, and an automobile,
are all simplified into cartoonlike figures, serving as icons of
touristic sites.

Like the expressionless female figures in the Art Deco style,
touristic posters such as this lose the individuality of the repre-
sented area. Instead, they show their character as collected

items, with slight differences between them.





