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Color in Childcare Art Communication
— Attempts of Active Learning in the Nursery and Kindergarten Teacher Training Course

TAKAGI Akira

Colors are very important to humans’ visual world. For art
and art education, color is an important factor that is absolutely
essential. However, in preschool formative art education, ele-
mentary school art and handicraft education, art education in
secondary schools, there are major differences in the approach
to color and educational methods. This is because color is noth-
ing short of a “phenomenon” produced, not only by the attri-
butes of the object but also by the meeting of light, the object,
the human eye, mind, and culture. How color is perceived by a
child and the sensitivities that are brought about by color are
deeply connected to the development status of the mental and
physical aspects that form the foundation of the experience of a
child. Handling color in education as a manifestation of the
phenomenon of a person as a whole requires aims and methods
suited to each school grade.

Toddlers, in particular, have not yet completely developed
color awareness, and the tactile sense of forms and materials is
yet undifferentiated from other senses. This is assumed to be
completely different from the sense and sensitivities of univer-

sity students and technical school students who have fully de-

40

veloped color-sense recognition. This explains why the percep-
tion of color education in early childhood education training
courses is so difficult. Focusing on this issue, this paper consid-
ers what is required of color education in early childhood edu-
cation training courses.

Herein, after introducing and categorizing the practice of the
courses implemented by the author at the university, namely,
“Childcare Content Leadership (Expression),” “Color Studies,”
and “Color Theory,” as “the practice of feeling light and exis-

» «

tence,” “the practice of feeling the color of an object as a phe-

» «

nomenon,” “the practice of feeling the functioning of the eye
with regard to light and color,” and “the practice of feeling
communication based on color and the connection between
color schemes and words,” through color education, grown stu-
dents who live in the “world of meaning” are shown the prac-
tices of training course education that take them back to a state
of open sensitivity, that is, the ability to share the world of in-

fancy in which there is undifferentiated sensitivity and in which

the world is felt with one’s entire self.





