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The Theory of Stone Arrangement in the Garden Space

—Analysis of Description in Garden-Making Text—

1. Introduction

The stone arrangement in Japanese gardens plays a vital role in determining
design frameworks, showing various forms during changes over time from the
ancient days to reflect cultural backgrounds at each period. It also reflects the
designer's taste and technique. Preious studies focused on stone form or formation;
to review the stone arrangement from the garden space's viewpoint should be
necessary, and a hypothesis was formulated from the author's master's research,

the part of which is examined in this study.

2. Hypothesis from Fieldwork Findings

Focused on gardens in Kyoto, 47 gardens were investigated regarding stone
arrangements, which were categorized into two design groups, three-dimensional
and planar design, according to characteristics including stone sizes, crown height
differences, and shapes.

The Daisen-in Temple garden produces the stereoscopic effect brought about by
the milestone with an outstanding presence placed at the garden's far side,
drawing the viewer's attention. The Ryoan-ji Temple garden, on the contrary,
produces a planar effect of dispersing the viewer's sightlines to cover the whole
garden, instead of drawing it to a specific stone. They show the arrangement type
to be categorized into two, "concentration type" that concentrates the viewer's
sightline, and "non-concentration type." As above, the arrangement plays a

fundamental role as the framework in connection with the garden space.
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3. Significance of Stone Arrangement in Garden-Making Text

To examine the validity of the hypothesis, four garden-making texts, namely,
"Sakuteiks" the oldest relevant text in Japan written in the Heian Period, "Sansus
Narabini Nogatazu" in the Muromachi Period, "Sagaryu Niwakoho-hiden-no-sho,"
and the first part of " Tsukiyama Teizou-den" in the Edo Period, were studied to

n

extract arrangement description. "Sagaryu Niwakoho-hiden-no-sho," "Sansui
Narabini Nogatazu," and " Tsukiyama Teizou -den" include garden drawings, which
makes them the valuable investigation materials.

Descriptions regarding garden space were found in these texts, including in
description of stones, instructions of attitudes or choices in placing stones,
definitions of stones playing specific parts in the garden, and in passages such as
"Sansui-en-kin-no-koto (Perspective of Landscape Formation)" or "Enpou-no-kei-wo
Waga Teizen-e Ukuru-den (How to Introduce the Distant Scenary into the
Design)." The examination of drawings showing the stone mode corresponding with
the garden shape, undulation of land allotment, layout of stone each categorized as

formal, semiformal, and informal, and stone shapes placed distant and near, also

confirmed the significance of stone arrangement.
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