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Research on shoe-removing equipment (Kutsunugi) seen in historical

materials.

In this paper, focused on the importance of certain space between inside and outside.
I especially pay attention to the object which is called Kutsunugi-Ishi or a shoe-
removing stone. First of all, I examined it’s transition in historical materials. We
could find three types of Kutsunugi or the place where people take off their shoes; 1)
stone(s), 2)wooden board(s) 3)certain space itself not an object.

There also exists Kutsunugi-Ishi at the entrance of a tea ceremony house as the
name of Nijiriagari-Fumidan-Ishi.

Wooden Kutsunugi is also called Kutsunugi-Ita or a shoe-removing board and can
be seen in the materials of the end of Heian-Era(794-1192). We can see the image in
the paintings of Syotokutaisi-Eden in 1069 as well as the word of Kutsunugi-Ita, in
the documents in Mibuke-Komonjo written in 1176.

The image of current style of Kutsunugi-Ishi can be found in the paintings of
Ippen-Syonin-Eden in 1299 while the Kutsunugi-Ishi can’t be seen until the end of
Edo Era. We can first find the name of Kutsunugi-Ishi in Ishigumisonouyaegakiden
written in 1827. Kutsunugi-Ishi was also called in various ways there, such as
Fumidan-Ishi or Ichino-Ishi in Tsukiyamasenshiroku written in 1797.

Therefore, we can say that Kutsunugi-Ishi had been called differently before that
name. However, in Chafu or Rojikikigaki of tea materials, Kutsunugi-Ishi was
named a Nijiriagarino-Ishi etc. We could know it was used as the place of
Kutsunugi or removing shoes on.

Also, look at a list, while a number of paintings of Kutsunugi-Ita can be found before
Edo Era, the number was decreasing after Edo Era instead of emerging those of
Kutsunugi-Ishi. We found that the mainstream, may have changed since the Edo Era.
It is possible to say that Kutsunugi-Ishi already existed in Kamakura Era. But it
had not been the uniformity name till the late Edo Era, and they called different
names.

I would like to work on further studies of the relationship between Kutsunugi-Ishi
and tea ceremony rooms, as well as other architectural style houses such as
Shindenzukuri-style or other private houses. I also would like to study how it has

been transformed. (Word count 357.)

Seiichiro Yamazawa
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