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A Historical Survey of Cinema Education in Japan after the mid-1920s

Kyoko FURUSAWA

This paper is focused on the history of cinema education in Japan from the mid-
1920s to the present, aiming to clarify the reason why the cinema-making education
has been watched since around the mid-2000s. By analyzing the previous
researches, it is found that cinema education can be classified into two categories
according to how cinemas are used in lessons, learning through contents of cinemas
and through forms.

Before the beginning of World War 11, the use of cinemas in school education was
considered in various ways. In 1925, Takeshi Seki, a teacher at Seijo Elementary
School, started to practice cinema education. Until leaving the school in 1933, Seki
had been working hard to use cinema in school education in cooperation with his
colleagues. Although he failed to get the desired results, his attempts influenced
teachers at public schools such as Soichi Shimono, who showed the first teaching
plan in 1928. In 1932, Jinkichi Ota made a short movie as a teaching material.
However, there was an argument with its origin in Ota’s work proposed by Yoshio
Sekino. The major point at issue in the controversy was how cinemas should be
treated in school education. The argument came to an end around 1941 due to the
legislation concerning filmmaking and screening. As a result, cinema education
was mainly used to spread national propaganda in a time of the war.

After the war, cinema education was used as a means of democratization. From
the late 1940s to 1950s, it was conducted both in school education as the subject of
Japanese at junior and senior high schools and in social education as the screening

of CIE movies. While cinema education had been adopted in Japanese textbooks to
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learn critical thinking and the standard Japanese, it was written up only in 1950s.
CIE movies, however, had the great influence on forming the scientific educational
films in 1960s.

From the 1970s to the early 1990s, cinema education didn’t get largely noticed
mainly because many kinds of visual devices had been invented. It has been paid
attention as a leaning material of foreign languages since around 1995, and also in
media literacy education since around 2000. In the same period, the video
recording devices have become more compact and simplified and the cinema-making
workshops have been held all around Japan. They may lead to focus on the cinema-

making education in addition to the cinema-watching education.
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