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O'Tama ha dipinto ad acquarello, in una grande tela, un episodio della
creazione, la venuta delluomo sulla terra, secondo la tradizione giap-

ponese.” / “Da quest'uomo discende in linea retta il Mikado (I'impera-

tore)”.
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Giornale di Sicilia, op. cit, “E notevole che questo quadro e stato fatto in
pochi giorni, e senza alcuna velleita o pretensione, essendo semplice-
mente una tendina da finestra; ci auguriamo pero che il committente, ap-
prezzandolo, abbia il buon senso di destinarlo ad un uso piu conveniente.”
Giornale di Sicilia, op. cit, “Di fronte a tanti pregi si potra osservare che
il colore lascia a desiderare per taluni toni fiacchi e per una certa
monotonia di mezze tinte; cio € vero, ma vuolsi riflettere alla difficolta del
soggetto e dei mezzi e vuolsi anche piu considerare che quella giovane
valorosa manca di scuola e procede per tentativi che le addita listituto, e

disegna e dipinge sol perché ha anima di artista.”
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Reconsideration on Tama Ragusa’s Activity in Italy
— from Ono Shichiro’s letters and ‘Reminiscence of Mrs. O’Tama’ in “Documents on

Tama Ragusa formerly owned by Kimura Ki” in the Ikeda Art Museum collection

Mari KAWAKAMI-SHIMIZU

This paper focuses on reconsideration on activity of Tama
Ragusa (1861-1939) in her living days in Italy. Tama Ragusa,
née Kiyohara, is a female painter from Meiji to Showa era. She
immigrated to Palermo in Italy on August of 1882 accompany-
ing Vincenzo Ragusa (1841-1927), who was a first teacher of
sculpture in the National academy of fine arts, Kobu Bijutsu
Guakko, and she had been active as an educator or a painter in
Palermo. She got married Vincenzo in 1889 and got a baptis-
mal name ‘Eleonora’. She had lived for 51 years in Palermo,
then returned to Japan on October of 1933. She had continued
her painting work until her death in 1939, and held several ex-

hibitions.

40

There are three biographical publications on Tama, a novel
‘Ragusa O"Tama’ by Kimura Ki (1931), Autobiography of Ragusa
O’Tama’ (1933) and revised version of Autobiography of Ragusa
O’'Tama’ (1980). Previous studies on Tama discussed using these
biographical publications as basic documents. But recently stud-
ies on Tama make advances both in Japan and Italy, so new
matters have been making clear. This paper discussing unknown
aspects of Tama’s activity in Italy through study on “Documents
on Tama Ragusa formerly owned by Kimura Ki” in the Ikeda
Art Museum collection, especially reading Ono Shichiro’s let-
ters to Kimura Ki and a handwriting document ‘Reminiscence of

Mrs. O"Tama’ by Ono.



