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A Study of Sadamichi Hirasawa's Mt. Fuji
——Why the Painter Drew Mt. Fuji

Keiko YABE

Sadamichi Hirasawa (1892-1987) was a Japanese painter who was active during the Meiji, Taisho, and Showa eras.

After switching from watercolors to tempera paint, he formed Nihon Tempera-ga-kai (the Japan Tempera Painting
Society) with Saburosuke Okada and several others in 1928. At the age of fifty, he became the chairman of this society
and he was renowned as a master of tempera whose works were exempted from examination when submitted for
exhibitions.

Hirasawa painted throughout his adult life, working under four successive pseudonyms, namely Fukyu, Samiji,
Taisho, and Kosai. In his earliest Fukyu period, he started out as a watercolor artist and continued to paint idyllic
landscapes in Hokkaido. This was followed by his Samiji period, when he switched from watercolors to tempera, after
which he studied under Yokoyama Taikan and received a new pseudonym. He continued painting during his Taisho
period, when he was awarded the honor of having the works he submitted to exhibitions exempted from the usual
examinations and he became the chairman of Nihon Tempera-ga-kai.

Then, at the age of fifty-six, he suddenly found himself a convicted prisoner. A subject that Hirasawa painted often
in prison was Mt. Fuji. Here, he changed his pseudonym once again, this time to Kosai (meaning “luster”), and carried
on painting vigorously using materials and tools provided by his supporters. Hirasawa entitled each of the works he
continued to paint while undergoing repeated hospitalizations and suffering chronic illnesses as a “Prison Work™ and
numbered them consecutively.

Many of Hirasawa’s works were seized by the investigating authorities on the grounds of their possible relevance
to his criminal investigation. In addition, it was not uncommon for owners to part with paintings by Hirasawa in their
possession, or to remove the calligraphic inscriptions and seals, so that the works themselves were treated as if they
had never existed in the first place.

As a result, for a long time, no forum existed where Hirasawa could be legitimately evaluated as an artist.

In recent years, there has been a movement to reevaluate Hirasawa’s work centered on Hokkaido where he started
out as a painter. Through exhibitions and research reports, etc., there has been a reevaluation of Hirasawa as a
pioneering watercolor artist representative of Hokkaido in the Taisho era (1912—-1926).

However, no mention is given to the fact that Hirasawa remained a painter for the rest of his life and repeatedly
painted Mt. Fuji as a subject.

In this paper, based on the field work and research I have conducted so far, I discuss why Hirasawa continued to
paint this particular mountain.

Over the centuries, Mt. Fuji has been painted by a great many artists.

What is the basis for an artist to depict Mt. Fuji?—I would like to attempt to clarify Hirasawa’s thoughts on the
subject of Mt. Fuji.
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