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A Study on the Employment and Education of Building Engineers
in the Provisional Building Department of the Leaf Tobacco Monopoly Bureau

AMANO Ayumi

This study examines how the architect Yorinaka Tsumaki educated building engineers by training them to work
in the building section of the Ministry of Finance (MOF) and that, through them, he spread architectural
modernization throughout the country by using the case of the Provisional Building Department of the Leaf
Tobacco Monopoly Bureau (PBLMB).

During the mid-Meiji period, the government enacted the Leaf Tobacco Monopoly Law for financial reasons,
and the PBLMB was established within the MOF, led by Tsumaki, with the objective of rapidly building a large
number of facilities nationwide.

The position of building engineer emerged during the modernization of building techniques; it was created to
mediate between architects and carpenters. They were either engineering school graduates or trained as carpenters.
They belonged to the building sections of the central and local government offices, but the specific details of these
positions remain unclear.

Most studies have focused on the employment and education of the personnel employed in the building sections
of other government agencies, and this study’s author did not find any on the MOF’s building section. Furthermore,
most studies on local government building sections focused on individual cases and never provided a
comprehensive picture.

Therefore, building engineers’ employment and education and the national spread of building modernization
were examined using the PBLMB case study.

The author confirmed that some PBLMB's building engineers were Kosyu-Gakko engineering school graduates
and/or experienced engineers, as was the case in other government agencies. Furthermore, the author found the
undiscovered possibility that other members of the Japanese Institute of Architects (JIA, the Architectural Institute
of Japan’s predecessor) and Tokyo residents were appointed to the PBLMB.

The PBLMB trained those who were neither Kosyu-Gakko graduates nor experienced engineers through on-
the-job training, and those with a certain level of skill were introduced to the JIA by Tsumaki. In some cases, the
training was intended for teachers at local architectural educational institutions. Many were transferred to the
building section of the local government after the PBLMB was shuttered. They may have disseminated the modern
architectural techniques acquired through their work at the PBLMB throughout the region.

This study’s author has elucidated one aspect of the possibility that Tsumaki educated building engineers
through PBLMB work, and through them, he spread architectural modernization to local regions.
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