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Reflection of science in “Kindaihaiyujutu”

Kosuke Shima

This paper considers the physiology and psychology reflected in “Kindaihaiyujutu (Modern Acting System)” in
terms of historical backgrounds, structures, Koreya Senda’s remarks, and some references.

In “Kindaihaiyujutu,” the author uses two methods so that he could consciously handle actor’s emotions. The first
one is “the psychological technique,” which attempts to stimulate their unconsciousness. The other is “the emotional
release,” which intends to release their repression. This consideration is also pointed out by Keisuke Sasayama.
Moreover, he argues that it reflects the Conditioned Reflex Theory and “unconsciousness” that Freud claimed, and
infers that it reflects materialist psychology as a concept that connects these two theories.

In terms of' Senda’s remarks and references, this paper reveals that he mainly reflects Stanislavsky’s
“Haiyushugyo (An Actor Prepares)” and Rapoport's “Haiyunosigoto (Actors’ Work)” on the way some actors
stimulate the unconsciousness, and reflects Gestalt psychology as a theory to show the correlation between minds
and bodies.

Gestalt psychology acknowledges the effects of the Conditioned Reflex Theory. In addition, the reference
“Saikinnsinnrigakugaisetu (Recent General Information of Psychology)” argues the unique system in which Gestalt
psychology and “unconsciousness” that Freud claimed coexisted.

However, it is possible that he wasn’t accurately reflecting some foreign acting systems and science.
“Kindaihaiyujutu” reflects some acting systems different from the Stanislavsky system and scientific theories
different from Gestalt psychology, and he mixes the various acting systems and scientific theories that he learned at
the time.

In addition, since he stated that he didn’t accurately understand the theory of Conditioned Reflex Theory, this
paper considers that the effects of Conditioned Reflex Theory were compensated for by the reflection of
“Haiyushugyo”. Furthermore, it is conceivable that Freud's unconscious reflected the unique theory of
“Saikinsinnrigakkugaisetu” but it is also conceivable that Senda associates these two theories without causality.

In other words, he reflects “Kindaihaiyujutu™ on various acting systems and scientific theories that he learned
between the prewar and postwar periods, without connecting them in causal relationships.
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