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The image of people represented in the works of Ninagawa Yukio

-Based on the mob scene featured in <Such a Serious Frivolity> and <Shintokumaru>-

PARK HANA

This thesis aims to propose the possibility of interpreting the mob scene featured in the works of the director Ninagawa Yukio. The
most prominent theater critic, Senda Akihiko, well-acquainted with Ninagawa, mentioned the portrayal of mob scenes spanning from
the early work <Such a Serious Frivolity >(1969) to Ninagawa’s mid-career work <Tango at the End of winter>(1984). The debut
theater work <Such a Serious Frivolity> gained much acclaim for its mob scene encompassing remarkable visual representation of
political and societal struggles prevalent in the mid to late 1960s in Japan. Thus, a controversial discussion on the realistic

representation of the mob scene featured in the early works of Ninagawa is often interpreted in relation to the periods.

Since the struggle against US-Japan Security Treaty in the 1970s, as a social upheaval subdued across Japan, the theater dramas of
Ninagawa also adapted to the transition. Aside from the primary phase at his debut, Nanagawa’s distinct mob scene was frequently
found in the works from the second and third phases. Atypical example is the mob scene from <Shintokumaru, 1995> in the second
phase which consists of the assembly of rather surreal existences that draws a clear disparity from the mob incorporated in the works
of the primary phase. Nevertheless, the interpretation of the ‘mob scene’ displayed in the works of Ninagawa is only perceived from
the aspects of political realism in the 1960s and 1970s and Japanese mythology; as well as techniques of direction which are merely
debated in very few works. The fixed perception and limited research environment incur the risk of prolonged vitalization of theatrical

theory research on Ninagawa Yukio.

This thesis finds the research significance for the suggestion of the re-evaluation of the mob scene interpretation by employing a
comprehensive analysis of the process and form of representation of the above-mentioned three concepts recognized as the
interpretation of the mob scene in the theaters of Ninagawa. The interpretation of mob scenes manifested from the works of Ninagwa
cortinues to be moderately conveyed according to each work without consistency until the present day. Therefore, we intend to
suggest the unprecedented possibility in the interpretation of the mob scene, known as the identity of Ninagawa’s theater, by
conducting a close comparison and analysis of the mob scenes shown in the debut work <Such a Serious Frivolity> and
<Shintokumaru> from the second phase. Furthermore, upon the proposal of the new possibility in the conventional research of

Ninagawa Yukio, we pursue an active discussion on his theater drama.
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