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Research on visual expression of “sensory transformation”
—Classification of visual expressions of "sensory transformation "
and suggestion on their potential extension through animated
documentaries-—

Jing Ye

The main body of this study is based on animation and films, exploring the possibility of presenting
the inner world of patients with psychological/psychiatric disorders in the form of sensory
transformation. This thesis focuses on non-commercial works that contain "sensory transformation
" images, categorizes and analyzes them, and finally explores the advantages of animated
documentaries in presenting "sensory transformation ".

In the first chapter, the limitations of storytelling and entertaining video works related to
sensory transformation" are first studied. Then, in order to improve the scope of the study and let
the audience understand the inner world of mental illness patients, the authors categorize and
analyze the works that do not focus on storytelling and entertainment in the second chapter. The
following four points are the key-point: "graphics and music/meaningless movement", "no
storytelling", "immersive experience/participation possible". "Documentaries that directly deal with
psychological abnormalities and mental illness". The results suggest that there may be possibilities
for animated documentaries to represent the inner world of people with mental illness. In Chapter
3, an analysis of the advantages of animated documentaries in representing the inner world of
patients with psychological/psychiatric disorders is developed, and its possibilities in the "sensory
transfiguration" screenings are discussed.

This study illustrates that animated documentaries have a higher degree of freedom than live-
action films and have advantages in representing the inner world of patients with
psychological/psychiatric disorders if they can guarantee the authenticity and objectivity of the
content and have some social value.
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