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Development method research of Hexagonal Bamboo Rods, using new
bamboo ferrule method with Urushi lacquer

Kazuyoshi TEZUKA

Humans have been fishing with rods made of plant materials since ancient times. However, plant materials
are weak for fishing rods. Hexagonal bamboo rods were invented in the United States in the mid to late 19th
century and are made of bamboo splits, using only the strongest fibers. This rod is said to have first become
popular in Japan around 1935. After World War II, they became popular in Japan as souvenirs for the U.S.
military, but eventually reduced in number as they were replaced by fiberglass rods. However, from the 1950s to
the 1970s, individual rod makers such as Everett Garrison standardized the hexagonal bamboo rod as a high-end
rod in the United States.

Garison's method is the standard for making hexagonal bamboo rods, and in modern Japan, the rods
improved using this method are made on a small scale for fly fishing. Among them, the bamboo ferrule joint
method, developed by Japanese rod maker Ushu Nakamura, has been improved by various rod makers including
Yoichi Miura and continues to be used today.

The manufacturing method that uses metal ferrule is the same as Garison's as well as the Japanese
manufacturing method, which is not significantly different. The bamboo ferrule method developed by Miura
differs greatly in that Japanese bamboo is used and the ferrule is constructed by cutting the inside of a section of
bamboo, resulting in high flexibility and lightness. The method developed by the author, using Urushi lacquer to
make bamboo ferrule hexagonal rods, is an improvement on Miura's method. Here, the length of the ferrule is
increased, the wound thread is changed to silk, and the rod is reinforced with lacquer for both strength and
artistic effect, resulting in a strong and flexible rod.

A carefully crafted hexagonal rod is not only functional, but also beautiful and extremely comfortable to
swing, as if it were a new sensory organ equipped in humans. We conclude that Japan, with its abundant bamboo
resources, needs to once again produce bamboo fishing rods using the hexagonal rod manufacturing method.

65





