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The Constitution of Class-Struggle in the Electronic Media Society: From Historical
Perspective on Marxist Political Thought

TOMARU Masaki

Today we are plagued by various tragedies caused by capitalism, but we do not have an effective vision to count
er them. What | would like to focus on in this paper is the growing trend of fascism in the electronic media societ
y, especially in the Internet space. Why do people become pathologically attached and obedient to certain comm
unities in a free communication space? Considering this question seems important for breaking down capitalism
(i.e., organizing a group to do so) in the present day. To advance this argument, this paper attempts to classify M
arxist theory historically. One is based on an economic perspective, commonly referred to as Marxism. The othe
ris a left Freudian perspective based on psychoanalysis, represented by the Frankfurt School. And finally, we co
nsider the theories of Negri and Hardt, which capture changes in contemporary forms of labor and consider new
forms of class organization and capitalist domination. By charting and critically examining these three theories i
n their historical context, we hope to explore the problems of organizing today.

The main arguments are as follows. Marx defined "class" as a group based on economic structure, but he did no
t say much about how class consciousness moved toward revolution. So Lukéacs and others take issue with class
consciousness, and by extension the left Freudians think about how ideology and the media create false consciou
sness, but their theories do not seem to offer valid answers about how to overcome them. Subsequently, Negri an
d Hardt believed that labor would spread across the whole of life as it became more focused on communication a
nd cooperation, and that labor that would act on emotions would predominate. They believed that if the whole of

life would become subject to capitalist exploitation, then the whole of life would become resistance, and the pro
blem of misalignment between economic class and consciousness would virtually disappear. But | do not see it t
hat way in light of the contemporary situation. | would rather define the Internet space as the primary site of labo
r that inspires emotion, and the quality of the results produced by the labor = communication there, i.e., the qualit
y of emotion, is important. And by dividing the group into two groups according to these two qualities, i.e., two t
ypes of labor, | suggest that a new type of class struggle may be possible.

183





