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A Survey of Previous Research on "Kappeta-Ori" in Hachijojima Island :
Towards the Preservation and Transmission of the Technique

ITAHACA Yayoi

"Kappeta-Ori" is a hand weaving technique using a stick backstrap loom that has been handed
down over generations on Hachijojima Island, Tokyo. In 1962, the Commission for Protection
of Cultural Properties selected Kappeta-Ori as an "Intangible cultural properties requiring
special measures such as the creation of records". In addition to Kappeta-Ori, other stick
backstrap looms that exist in Japan are those used for Attus weaving by the Ainu people in
Hokkaido and those used for Ishikawa Tha Mensa weaving in Okinawa Prefecture. Both of these
weave plain weave cloth on a stick backstrap loom. Unlike these techniques, Kappeta-Ori has
the characteristic of weaving a double-weave on a stick backstrap loom. In particular, the warp
threads of the Kappeta-Ori technique have heddles attached at the top and bottom, which
differentiates them from those of other stick backstrap looms.

It is estimated that the Kappeta-Ori weaving technique was used as early as the late Edo

period, but it is not known when it was first used. Furthermore, it is unclear whether Kappeta-
Ori is a technique that has been used since ancient times or whether it was introduced from
abroad.
Because of this historical background and complex weaving technique, it has attracted attention
from researchers in various fields. However, due to the time required to understand and learn
the techniques and the decrease in the number of instructors, the issues of preservation and
inheritance have not yet been resolved.

In this study, I conducted a comprehensive survey of the research on Kappeta-Ori and

clarified from what perspectives it has been studied thus far. In addition, I evaluated the
effectiveness of "Kappeta-Ori" as a basic material for reproducing and weaving Kappeta-Ori,
as well as its effectiveness as a technical material.
As aresult, the previous studies could be divided into four categories. In particular, the research
was divided into the perspective of the dyeing and weaving culture of Hachijojima Island, the
perspective of folk tools and folklore research on looms and loom tools, the perspective of
weaving technique research, and the perspective of cultural assets research for tourism and
regional development. Furthermore, it was confirmed that none of the records said to have been
created by the Commission for Protection of Cultural Properties were cited, referenced, or
examined in any of the existing studies. It was also confirmed that the integration of research
results from various fields is essential for the successful preservation and inheritance of
Kappeta-Ori weaving techniques.
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