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The potential of tengujo paper as a material

CHIEN WEIHUNG

Tengujo paper is a kind of mulberry paper that was mainly produced in Gifu Prefecture during
the Edo period. In the early Meiji period (1868-1912) it was introduced to Tosa by Kenta Y oshii
and further improved. Today, industrially produced tengujo paper has become mainstream, and
a majority of the tengujo paper sold on the market is machine-made. Some manufacturers also
use chemical fibers for their tengujo production. The research so far on tengujo paper has been
focused exclusively on the paper-making technology, its use as a material for restoration, and
its export methods. However, almost no research has been conducted on its use in painting,
even though artists have developed their techniques and unique ways of expression.

In this research paper, I discuss the definition, structure, history, production, and material types
of tengujo paper from different perspectives. Moreover, I also want to focus on the cultural
properties which have been repaired using tengujo paper and on contemporary painters who
utilize tengujo paper. Regarding the methods of usage, I will investigate how restorers and
painters make use of the characteristics of tengujo and what they want to express. I think that
investigating the usage of tengujo paper in creational processes - seen from my perspective as
a painter of Japanese-style paintings - will open up many new possibilities. By shedding light
on the ways of expression of tengujo paper in the field of Japanese-style paintings, it can be
expected that stability in the preservation and a new form of expression in Japanese-style
paintings will be achieved in the future.
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