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Design as a Catalyst for Promoting Regional Revitalization
A Case Study on Regional Design in Guizhou Province

HU YIHANG

Regional revitalization is a global problem. In order to improve the phenomenon of declining regional
development, many regions have been searching for a sustainable revitalization model which can minimize the
damage to the existing environment. At present, the concept of regional revitalization through culture and art has
received widespread support. However, no guidelines are provided as to how specifically the arts should play a
role in regional revitalization. Therefore, this paper discusses the possibility of design as a concrete method to
achieve regional revitalization. This study introduces the concept of "Urban Catalysts" which showed in the late
20th century American urban planning and design. Among them, the catalyst refers to the urban design elements
that provide the impetus for urban development. Based on the above concept, this study attempts to verify the role
of visual and activity designs as catalysts for community revitalization in promoting the interaction between local
resources and community needs. And through the practice of Guizhou Province design case, the impact and
significance that design approach to the local revitalization were discussed.

This study first introduces the concept, origin and characteristics of catalyst, and analyzes the meaning of
design as a "catalyst". Then through the case study of Guizhou design, this paper selected the author's actual
participation in the design of regional revitalization case as object of study, researching the background, content
and result of visual design project and activity design project respectively, so as to explore the influence of design
on local people, regional resources and regional needs in Guizhou. At last, it summarizes the significance and
possibility of design as a catalyst in the regional revitalization of Guizhou and puts forward the problems to be
solved in the future.

234





