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In the Afterglow of the Era of Struggle: Daily Life in a Yoshiwara Brothel as Depicted in
Mitsuko Mori’s Harukoma Nikki

Yuhei YAMBE

Summary

After escaping from the Yoshiwara brothel, Chokinka, in
April 1926, Mitsuko Mori (also known as Harukoma) stopped
working in Yoshiwara, and with support from labor activists
was able to publish two books. In this paper, I draw on histori-
cal documents in order to trace the footsteps of Mitsuko Mori
after she left the brothel, something which has not been studied
to date. I then attempt a close reading of her second book,
Harukoma Nikki (Harukoma Diary). Unlike her first book,
Komyd ni megumu hi (The Day I Find the Light), which was
published at a time when public opinion calling for the aboli-
tion of public prostitution system was on the rise, and had the
unifying theme of denouncing the cruel conditions of brothels,
Harukoma Nikki is a collection of miscellaneous episodes from
brothel life and has not received any attention to date.

First, drawing on newly discovered historical documents, I

was able to trace the footsteps of Mitsuko Mori up to 1930. It

73

is now known that Mori married Tetsutaro Nishino, a Ministry
of Foreign Affairs official, in the spring of 1927, and that she
wrote her second book while also participating in the women’s
labor movement.

In Harukoma Nikki, Mori describes diverse communications
with customers and colleagues, strong-willed sex workers who
talk back to the owners, Mori’s longing for love and her col-
leagues, giving expression to the lives of women who are trying
to overcome the harsh environment through exchanging words
and supporting one another.

'The brothel is not only a hellish place for Mori, but also a
place filled with memories of her attachments to and interac-
tions with her colleagues, one where she spent her late teens
and early twenties. I concluded that for Mori, to depict her past
in the brothel was to give it new life through retracing the ex-
perience of having had her life “stolen” from her in conditions

of extreme exploitation.





