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The Genealogy of Stories about the Moving Statue and the Dawn of Artist’s Novel:
On KODA Rohan’s “Furyu Butsu”

YOSHIDA Daisuke

This article takes up KODA Rohan’s (1867-1947) early mas-
terpiece “Furyu Butsu” (1889), to discuss the story from the
following two perspectives.

Firstly, it considers “Furyu Butsu” as a pioneering work of
artist’s novel in Japan and, at the same time, as a story that up-
dated the so-called “artist legends” (Kris & Kurz). “Furyu
Butsu” is about a broken-hearted Buddhist sculptor who, as if
almost possessed, carves the image of a woman who has left
him, and it ends when the statue seems to move. From a genea-
logical point of view, the article compares the story with some
precedent works with similar themes to examine the possible
impact that “Furyu Butsu” made at the dawn of modern fiction
in Japan. The Pygmalion legend, the kabuki “Kyo Ningyo,” and
the kodan “Noriyuki Hamano” (in the context of a sculptor’s
painstaking work) are included in the discussion. Comparison

with these would uncover the original or subversive elements in

102

Rohan’s story-making.

Secondly, the article reconsiders “Furyu Butsu” as one of the
first accomplished works of artist’s novel in the early Meiji pe-
riod. “Furyu Butsu” is a story that, a few years after it was pub-
lished, spawned such imitation work as HIGUCHI Ichiyo’s
“Umoregi” (1892), and was referred to by MORI Ogai as a
model of Kiinstlerroman (F7Z5%/\jit) . Critics, however, have
overlooked the fact that IWAYA Sazanami’s “Imosegai” (1889)
was published in “Shincho Hyakusyu” (Yoshioka Bookshop) a
few months earlier than “Furyu Butsu.” Discussing “Furyu
Butsu” with some other contemporary works would unravel the
significance of Rohan’s creativity at the time.

From these perspectives, this article aims at re-reading
“Furyu Butsu” in the context of the rise of artist’s novel in the

Meiji period.





