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Research on historical transition and role of KUTSUNUGI

focused on the relationship between gardens and architecture

in the Middle Ages and early modern period
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Research on historical transition and role of KUTSUNUGI
# H: focused on the relationship between gardens and architecture in the
Middle Ages and early modern period

In Japanese architecture, middle-areas such as verandas and eaves have been considered
important. These areas are often equipped with stepped devices, which allow people to put on
and take off their footwear when entering and exiting the building.

In this study, | analyze the types and changes of Kutsunugi as stepped devices for removing
and putting on footwear, which have not been clarified in detail, as well as various aspects of
the act of removing footwear, in order to clarify the role of Kutsunugi. For the analysis, | used
historical materials of paintings and documents.

In Chapter 1, | examined the types and uses of footwear and the act of removing them.
Footwear called “Kutsu” continued to be used in the Japanese palace from ancient times to the
early modern period. As for the act of taking off one's footwear, Raiki, a Chinese classic book,
shows that "when sitting in the presence of elders, one should take off one's footwear” as a
courtesy to show respect to the elders and the eldest. It can be considered that this influenced
the rituals of the Japanese palace. In the beliefs of the common people, who made extensive
use of sandals, the act of taking off one's sandals in mountain passes was done. This suggests
that the act of taking off one's footwear at the border of different spaces had various meanings.

In Chapter 2, | examined the changes and characteristics of the stepped device known as
the Kutsunugi based on historical paintings and documents. The first appearance of the
Kutsunugi-ita (wooden board) in pictorial documents is in the " Shotoku-Taishi-Eden" of 1069,

The name of "kutsunugi-ita" was found only in the "Mibu-family-archives" of 1179, but in other
documents, it was simply written as "Kutsunugi".

On the other hand, Kutsunugi-ishi (stone) was confirmed to exist in the "Ippen-Shonin-Eden"
(1299). And in the early modern period, "Furuta-Oribe-Shoden " written during the Keicho-
period (1596-1615) refers that Kutsunugi-ishi was placed at the doorways of "nijiri." Kutsunugi-
ishi was called by various names in the early modern period.

The shape of the Kutsunugi-ishi was depicted as a natural stone with a flat top in picture
scrolls up to the Middle Ages, while in the early modern period, a cut stone was used with a
chamfer. And it is noteworthy that all the Kutsunugi-ishi in the Middle Ages are depicted as
independent stones, but in the early modern period, lot of the Kutsunugi-ishi were connected
to stepping stones.

According to the “Ippen-Shonin,” the buildings with Kutsunugi-ita were medium to large size,
and most of them had cypress bark roofs. In contrast, buildings with Kutsunugi-ishi seemed to
have been installed in small buildings with shingle roofs, such as monks' quarters and living
quarters.

The difference between the two can also be seen in the use of the buildings. In the house of




“Bokie-Kotoba" there are two separate buildings, one for receiving visitors and the other for
children to play in, and the one for receiving visitors is equipped with Kutsunugi-ita, while the
other building had Kutsunygi-ishi. So Kutsunugi-ita for ritual-buildings and Kutsunugi-ishi was
not.

In Chapter 3, | examined the line of movement at the Shinden-zukuri building, where
Kutsunugi-ita was installed, and at the space where the Kutsunugi-ishi was placed, as well as
the act of putting on and taking off the shoes.

It is confirmed that the 12th-century Shinden-Zukuri has three Kutsunugi-ita from
“‘Nenchugyoji-Emaki.” Fujita says they were separated by status. Moreover, there was a
distinction between taking off one's shoes on the ground or on a board — Kutsunugi-ita,
depending on one's status.

On the other hand, in early modern tea books, it is confirmed that only the footwear of
noblemen was placed on Kutsunugi-ishi, while the footwear of others was just placed leaning
against the wall. It can be said that the behavior is distinguished by the status.

And in the Roiji, the space is separated by central gate. In there, customers were encouraged
to change their footwear when entering the Uchi-Roji. In addition, they would have needed to
take off their footwear to enter the teahouse again. Kutsunugi-ishi, together with the stepping
stones, was positioned as the end of the line of movement in the Roji.

In the concluding chapter, | indicated transition and role of Kutsunugi.

Looking at the number of historical materials of Kutsunugi, until the Middle Ages, there were
a large number of those recording Kutsunugi-ita. However, in the early modern period, the
number of materials recording Kutsunugi-ita decreased, while the one of Kutsunugi-ishi
increased.

In the early modern period, | believe that there was a major transition from Kutsunugi-ita to
Kutsunugi-ishi. It is necessary to take account the limitations of historical materials and
changes in housing styles as factors. However, | believe, that the tea ceremony has an effect
to them.

In a Shinden-Zukuri structure, lines of movement were decided by people’s status, and it is
clear from the verification that the role of Kutsunugi is not only that of a stepped device, but
also Katsuragi-ita are a device that barriers social status, and it can be said that it has a spatial
role because it is placed at the boundary of different spaces and connects two areas.

Identically Kutsunugi-ishi of Roji connects the teahouse and Roji, so there has a spatial role,
but it can be said that Kutsunugi-ishi has distinguished status by the manners of tea ceremony
for a big difference from the Kutsunugi-ita.

Namely, | can conclude that Kutsunugi has the role of separating both social status and
space.

In Kutsunugi as an elevating device, where they confirm the act of putting on and taking off
footwear, it performs to show the barrier of status, and in places such as the middle-gate of
Roji where a flat movement occurs, the act of putting on and taking off footwear is performed

along with crossing the border.




In other words, it can be said that it is necessary to prepare a place to put on and take off
footwear at the boundary of space such as the middle-area.
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