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Recent Trends and Future Research Direction of Forest

Aesthetics

TAKANASHI Takehiko

The author focuses now particularly on the research
of forest landscape management in the field of forest
aesthetics research, and has developed a forest landscape
management guidelines representing the relationship
between amenity in the forest and forest stand structure. In
order to chart future research direction, research trends were
reviewed based upon the articles concerning forest
landscape management published for 15 years from 1998 to
2012. Totally 1322 articles were collected. Among the
articles urban and immediate forests accounted for 21.1%,
and forest recreations for 20.9%, making the top two. These
were followed by forest landscapes with 12.6% and
multilateral functions of forest with 12.4%. Forest
landscape management survey accounted for 8.9%. The
above articles genres with high percentages are related with
forest recreations and suggest that many researchers are
interested in making the forest look beautiful and in
extracting and producing the beauty of the forests.
However, forest landscape management (technical theories)
accounted for only 2.6%. As described above, the articles
concentrate only on the contents concerning the forest
recreations. Although they pay general attention to forest
landscape management, only a small number of concrete
technical forest landscape management theories and case
studies are included. As a result, the author has confirmed
the meaning of research of planning forest landscape
management based upon the investigation of forest stand
structures.
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