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Monuments and their Authenticity

UEMURA Hiroshi

In this essay, the author tries to distinguish divers
types of monument, according to their relation to a
community and its individuals. In recent days, there are
more and more artistic activities which affirm their
contribution to a local identity or to the integration of a
community. Not only architects, but painters or
musicians may work for community and in the same time
they are often regarded as activator of local memory. But
before arguing the importance of each artistic activity, we
must ask what is the memory of a community and by
what medium that memory is maintained.

This memorial function is traditionally held by
architectural monuments. It is useful to confer to A.
Riegl’s famous distinction between intended monuments
and unintended, historic monuments. The intended
monuments soon lose their intentionality along with
ages, and become historic monuments which evoke in
fact the history in general. In modern times, some
political states still construct intended monuments, but
these are pseudo-monuments and are not supported by
the community, as S. Giedion signals.

By the way, what makes a monument authentic?
To interrogate this question, D. MacCannell’s analysis on
the concept of authenticity suggests an answer. Our
modern life is in itself gives us a sense of inauthenticity.
We live an alienated life and seek to recapture a more
authentic, real life. From the fact that the tourism
introduces us to a more authentic life but in its
necessarily “staged” form, we cannot conclude that there
is no authenticity, as some critics against MacCanell
assert. In fact, the authenticity is not resulted from a
staged object, but from our evolving experience in search
of real life. Thus the monuments can be estimated as
authentic in so far, not as they represent some locality,
but as they construct an image of our desired life.

But this pursuit for an authentic life does not
sufficient to explain the necessity of preserving and

venerating particular monuments as our proper ones. We
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can travel ‘anywhere out of this world” but nevertheless
we have these or those particular objects of desire to look
or live by. Nostalgic and picturesque landscape is
certainly attractive, but it is not yet a monument of our
authentic memory.

We must then distinguish, not only the intended
monument and the unintended monument, but also the
monument as conventional sign of some historical event
and the monument as emotional support, evocative of our
individual experience. Just as souvenirs of personal
narrative, an authentic monument should materialize our
past, in concordance with others’ memory. In our society,
this is evidently hard to realize completely. The lost
integrality of modern community does not permit anyone
to construct a priori the collective memory. But we,
temporal being, can negotiate ourselves with external
conditions and integrate them into more valuable life of
ourselves. Only this process will form an authentic

monument for our life.



