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HARA Zaimei’s Voyage to Edo in 1804, and The Works of HARA
Clan during Kyowa and Early Bunka Peirod

FUKUDA Michihiro

The HARA clan was a painters’ family and their
pupils who lived, and worked in Kyoto from the latter half
of 18th Century to Meiji period. The progenitor of the clan
was HARA Zaichu (1750-1837), and HARA Zaimei was
Zaichu's second son who became successor of his father.
Before Zaimei was born, there was elder brother Zaisho (#£
1E), the first son of Zaichu, and so Zaimei was adopted into
the ISE (ff*#%) family. The ISE family was Jige-kanjin (b
TEAN), or the Imperial Courtier, and later Zaimei changed
family name from ISE to HARA after his adoption. The
HARA clan aimed to make connections with the Imperial
Court and whole Courtiers. Zaimei’s youngest brother
Zaishin (#£31) was also adopted into UMEDO (#F)
family.

Dai-hou-toku is one of records from HARA-ke
Monjo, the collection of HARA clan's record currently
housed in Kyoto Prefectural Library and Archive. Dai-hou-
toku was written by HARA Zaichu from the second year of
Kyowa (%f1) period (1802), to the seventh year of Bunka
(321k) period (1810). But there are many missing pages.

This essay reveals some important facts about the
HARA clan by Dai-hou-toku (K5if%). The first fact is that
HARA Zaimei went to Edo and Nikko (H>%) in the fourth
year of Bunka period (1807). Because of missing pages, we
could not know the date of departure and repatriation of this
Voyage from Dai-hou-toku. Zaichu wrote that Zaimei
informed him of witnessing a collapse of Ei-tai-bashi (A%
&) at August 19th, and there has been no collapse of this
bridge except in 1807 during Edo era. And Zaimei was Jige-
kanjin, he had an obligation to ask for furlough to the
Imperial Court. Zaimei's position in the Court was Nui-no-
ryo shisho (RelesEi4E), and Nui-no-ryo was governed by
Dai-geki (KX #} & ) which had been positioned by
OSHIKOJI ( # /i % ) family hereditary. OSHIKOJI
Moroyoshi ( #f /i #% fi % )’s diary named Dai-geki
Moroyoshi-ki currently housed in National Archives of
Japan recorded that Zaimei asked for 50 days' furlough from
April 17th in the fourth year of Bunka period. Zaimei was
enthralled by the city of Edo, tried to extend his stay,
although he was told to be back to Kyoto immediately by
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his father. It is supposed that he returned to Kyoto in the
middle of September Daigeki Moroyoshi-ki recorded that
Zaimei came and made a notice of his repatriatian at 14"
September.

The second is that there is good possibility of
Zaimei observed Mt. Fuji during his Voyage. After the
travel, he presented a lot of painting, or drawing of Mt. Fuji
to acquaintances as a souvenir. A pair of six-folded screens
{Miho Matsubara zu (Zf#£J52)) housed in Ichi-yo-in
temple (—#£kt), Kyoto, is Zaimei's work in his declining
years, and Zaimei painted Mt.Fuji in the left of it.
MIYAJIMA Shinichi's commentary on this work said that
Zaimei made sketch of Mt. Fuji in the Seventh year of
Bunka period (1810). But if there is Zaimei’s sketch of Mt.
Fuji signed in 1810, he could observe Mt. Fuji three years
earlier.

The third is that the HARA clan took notice of
establishing connection with not only the Imperial Court,
but also Daimyo, feudal lords. According to Dai-hou-toku,
Zaimei were given audience to MATSUDAIRA Sadanobu
(#°F5€18) during his stay in Edo. And also Zaimei sent a
letter to his father saying that he planned to break his
journey at Kaga (), where was governed by the feudal
lord MAEDA, in the way back to Kyoto. Though Zaimei
abandoned this plan in this time, Zaimei frequented to
MAEDA’s Kyoto estate afterward.

The fourth fact is that HARA clan endeavored to
gain their knowledge about classic paintings such as
E-maki. According to Dai-hou-toku, Zaichu and his pupils
traced Yu-zu-nenbutsu Engi E-maki (BUBSALHEEE),
Kurama-dera Engi (¥ }<¢##). for someone’s order.
Later Zaimei was recognized as an expert in Yusoku-kojitsu
(HW92), ancient practices.

These HARA clan’s works in Kyowa and Bunka
period make us feel foreboding of their positions and
situations years later, and attract our interest as comparing
with other Kyoto painters surrounding the Imperial Court in
19th Century.






